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ICAR- Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) serve as a vital national
network for advancing agricultural technology dissemination
through hands-on extension activities. Beyond assessing and
demonstrating new technologies, KVKs are instrumental in
building the capacities of farmers, farm women, rural youth
and other stakeholders. Functioning as key knowledge and
resource centers at the district level, KVKs address loca-
tion-specific agricultural and allied sector challenges with
their multidisciplinary team of scientists.

The innovative e-publication, 'KVK TIMES', showcases the
diverse activities of the 48 KVKs within ATARI Zone Xl, covering
Karnataka, Kerala and Lakshadweep. This fortnightly compila-
tion of successful technologies implemented under various
agro- ecological conditions serves as a valuable repository
that can be replicated in similar field settings.

The commendable efforts of ATARI, Bengaluru, the Director of
Extension, KAU and the Programme Co-ordinator of KVK,
Kottayam in producing the KVK TIMES are greatly appreciated.
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Dr. B. Ashok IAS

Phone : (O) + 91 487-2438002/+91 487-2371928 Fax:+ 91 487 2370019
E-mail : vc@kau.in; Web site : www.kau.in

Healthy soils for a Healthy Life
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Krishi Vigyan Kendras are playing pivotal role in handholding of farmers
through technological backstopping for enhancing the productivity of crops
and enterprise keeping in mind profitability and sustainability. ‘Believing
through seeing’ and ‘Learning by doing’ is most appropriate to the KVKs, as
the Scientists and farmers are jointly involved in implementing KVK
mandated activities to reach the mission of enhancing the farmers income.
KVKs are expanding the horizon from elite extension to innovation, market
linkage, FPOs, processing and value addition. 48 KVK's in Zone XI of ATARI
placed in states of Kerala, Karnataka and Lakshadweep Union Territory has
immensely contributed in enhancing agriculture productivity and farmer
income thus ensuring sustainable social and livelihood security of farm
families.

A first of its kind virtual platform, KVK TIMES which documents fortnightly
activities of each of the 48 KVKs of Zone-Xl is gaining a real momentum. The
news items covered in issues made an impact that is long lasting. Most of
the news items published in the TIMES has got the potential of cross
learning among KVKs and worth reading. This should boost the morale of all
of us and many such noteworthy efforts of our fraternity in the zone.

| am happy that KVK Kottayam is bringing up the 28% issue of second
volume of KVK TIMES covering the second fortnight of August 2024. | con-
gratulate the KVK fraternity of Zone Xl specially Dr. Jayalekshmi G, Senior
Scientist and Head and his team of KVK, Kottayam for bringing out this

unique edition of KVK Times. Mw’
Bengaluru (Dr. V. Venkatasubramanian)
05-09-2024

Phone. No.: +91-80-23410614(0) Email : atari.bengaluru@icar.gov.in

+91-80-28567456 (R) Mobile: 9787668282 https://ataribengaluru.icar.gov.in
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Director of Extension
Kerala Agricultural University

Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), established by ICAR, are crucial
extension systems which strive to improve the socio-economic
status of farmers by disseminating the latest agricultural tech-
nologies, conducting capacity-building programs, and under-
taking trials, demonstrations and diagnostic field visits to
address field level issues. Technologies developed by ICAR
institutes and State Agricultural Universities are effectively
shared with farmers through KVKs' frontline extension services.
The Krishi Vigyan Kendra in Kottayam, affiliated with Kerala
Agricultural University, bridges the gap between research and
practical application. It leverages the district's rich biodiversity
and unique farming conditions, including below-sea-level
lands, to support a wide range of farming practices and enter-
prises.

The innovative programs and activities of various KVKs are
valuable for cross-learning and improving the strength of the
KVK network. KVK Times, the bi-weekly e-newsletter from
ATARI Zone XI, highlights these unique achievements and
success stories, serving as a platform for sharing insights and
inspiring the KVK community. My genuine appreciation to
entire KVK fraternity in Zone Xl, particularly team KVK,
Kottayam led by Dr.Jayaleskhmi G. | wish KVK, Kottayam

success in all their future ventures.

Dr. Jacob John

Director of Extension
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Farmer Field School on integrated management of
juvenile coconut palms
The Farmer Field School (FFS) on “Integrated Manage-
ment of Juvenile Coconut Palms,” conducted by KVK-
Alappuzha from November 2023 to August 2024 in
Thanneermukkom Panchayat, focused on scientific
pest, disease, and nutrient management to ensure the
successful establishment of healthy coconut palms.
Over the course of fourteen fortnightly sessions, 25
participants learned to identify and manage various
issues affecting coconut palms, applying these prac-
tices directly to their fields. Feedback from partner
farmers indicated that the participatory methods en-
hanced their learning and skills. The valedictory ses-
sion on August 22 included participants, progressive
farmers, department officials, and local representa-
tives, celebrating the program’s success and anticipat-
ing ongoing farmer-to-farmer learning initiatives fa-
cilitated by line departments.

(T. Sivakumar, SMS)

Launching of activities and Golden jubilee
celebrations of Krishi Vigyan Kendra

The launching program for the ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra (KVK) action plan (2024-25) was held at the Kan-
jikuzhy Grama Panchayat community hall on August
29, 2024. This year, KVK plans to conduct various On-
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‘able Incubator

Farm Trials (OFTs), Frontline Demonstrations (FLDs),
capacity building programs, Farmer Field Schools, and
Entrepreneur Development Programs (EDPs) in Kan-
jikuzhy and Cherthala South Panchayats. The event
was inaugurated by Smt. C. Ambili, Principal Agricul-
tural Officer, Alappuzha, who highlighted the impor-
tance of collaborative efforts between KVKs, the Agri-
culture Department, and local panchayats to double
farmers’ incomes. Technology inputs were distributed
to partner farmers, and the KVK Newsletter for the sec-
ond quarter was released. The program also featured
the distribution of fellow-farmer certificates and graft-
. $9Fy

VFFS Valedictory
ed saplings of various fruit
trees, with approximately
125 farmers from across the
district in attendance.
(P. Muralidharan, Head; K.
Sajnanath, SMS and M. S.
Rajeev, SMS)

Portable incubator unit
under SCSP programme
initiated

A layer chick production unit
using portable incubator was
initiated under SCSP pro-
gramme based at the resi-
dence of Smt. Reshmi, Kanni-

kkal, Ward No.7 of Muhamma
Grama panchayath. The por-
table incubator having a ca-
pacity to hatch 240 eggs per
batch was ‘switched on’ in the
presence of Sri. N.T.Reji, Vice
president, Muhamma Grama
panchayath, Smt. Nisha
Pradeep, Member, GP, Dr. P.
Muralidharan, Head, KVK and
Dr. S. Ravi, SMS and about 15
farmers on 22.08.2024.

(S. Ravi, SMS)
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ICAR-KVK Bagalkote

Training on nipping in red gram
Training programme at Mannikatti vil-
lage of Bagalkote taluk in collabora-
tion with KSDA Bagalkote on nipping
in red gram was conducted on 21-08-
2024

Parthenium awareness program
On the eve of the 19t Parthenium

Eradication Week (16-22 August
2024), the KVK Bagalkot team con-
ducted a Parthenium awareness pro-
gram at Vagdevi PU College in Sigik-
eri, Bagalkot. As part of Parthenium
Eradication Week, KVK Bagalkot, in col-
laboration with the Indian Red Cross
Society, Bagalkot, organized a parthe-
hium awareness program on August
22,2024.

Demonstration on mastitis
management

On 21-08-2024, information about
management of subclinical mastitis
was demonstrated to dairy farmers at
Marikatti village around 9 dairy farm-
ers participated

Farmers Field School- ICM in turmeric and
pest management

As a part of Farmers Field School, field visits
and training classes were conducted on 23-
08-2024 and 24-08-2024 at Teradal village

& I o ™

of Jamkhandi taluk regarding ICM in turmer-
ic and pest management where 25 farmers
participated

EDP on jaggery

On 24-08-2024, as a part of EDP on jaggery,
visited jaggery producer unit and detailed
about the labelling and marketing and re-
garding Kisan Samridhhi platform

Training programme on improved
cultivation practices of sugarcane

Dr A. B. Patil, OSD Minister of Agriculture,
Govt of Karnataka visited KVK and inaugu-
rated training programme on improved cul-
tivation practices of sugarcane for more than
100 farmers participated on 26-08-2024.

Evaluation of best farmer/farm women
for Krishi Mela

With regard to evaluation of best farmer/
farm women for Krishi Mela at UAS, Dhar-
wad, Mudhol and Jamkhandi taluk appli-




cant’s fields were visited in consortium with
department of agriculture, horticulture, vet-
erniary and directorate of research on 26-
08-2024 and Badami and Hunugund taluk
on 29-08-2024.

Plant4mother campaign

On the occasion of plant 4 mothercampaign
ICAR-KVK Bagalkote planted trees in the
KVK premises.

y ‘ i5hi Mela
ICAR-KVK Ballari

Growing Nutrition: Nutrigarden Initiative at
Morarji Desai Residential School

Dr. Rajeshwari R., Home Scientist at ICAR-KVK
Ballari, conducted a method demonstration
on the establishment and management of a
nutrigarden at Morarji Desai Residential
Schoolin Ballari. Dr. Mallesh, Agronomist gave
information on how to make layouts for the
vegetable garden. The initiative focused on
educating students about the importance of
nutrition through hands-on learning, empha-
sizing the cultivation of diverse, nutrient-rich
vegetables. The demonstration aims to en-
hance the students’ understanding of sustain-
able agriculture and improve their dietary
habits. Revitalizing Sandur’s Millet

Method demonstration on implementation of Nutri-
garden at Morarji Desai Residential School

T v—

Heritage: Training on Café Setup

As a Subject Expert, Dr. Rajeshwari R.
led a training session for Krishi Sakhis
and Pashu Sakhis at Sandur, a millet-
growing belt, organized by ZP Ballari.
The session focused on establishing a
Millet Café and menu planning, high-
lighting the nutritional advantages of
locally grown millets. This initiative
aimed to empower participants with
practical skills to promote millet-
based diets and enhance community
health.

SANIL SN




ICAR-KVK Belagavi-l

Scientific Aquaculture- Training to ST community

ICAR-BIRDS Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Belagavi-1 has conducted 5 day skill training on
‘Aquaculture and its scientific management’ for Scheduled Tribe candidates from 13t
to 17t August, 2024. The training was sponsored by National Fisheries Development
Board, Hyderabad and coordinated by MANAGE, Hyderabad. Trainees were imparted
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skills on fish seed rearing, feed preparation, different fish breeds and its cultural man-

o -, ' agement. Practical demonstration of fish seed
rearing of Pangasius, Carps, Tilapia and Roopc-
hand were conducted. The trainees were taken
into exposure visit to Biofloc and RAS system in
order to give the insights on advanced aquacul-
ture systems. Also, fish harvesting and cold chain
management for fish retailing were also dealt
during the programme. Adarsha H. S, Fisheries
Scientist had coordinated this training pro-

5 gramme.

ICAR-KVK Belagavi-Il

PM-KUSUM Awareness programme

On August 20, 2024, an awareness-rais-
ing pilot workshop for PM-KUSUM Com-
ponent-A was held at ICAR - KLE Krushi
Vigyan Kendra, Mattikopp. The event was
inaugurated by Senior Scientist and Head
Mrs. Sridevi Angadi and Retired Assistant
Director of Agriculture Shri Veerbhadra
Reddy. ShriReddy provided an overview of
the PM-KUSUM scheme, highlighting
Component-A’s goal of increasing the
share of installed capacity from non-fos-
sil-fuel sources to 40% by 2030. He ex-
plained that this component involves set-
ting up 10,000 MW of decentralized grid
power plants on barren or cultivable land,
allowing crops

to be grown
beneath solar

panels, and
ensuring
plants are

within a five-
kilometer radi-
us of substa-
tions to mini-
mize costs and
losses. The
program included two videos on the PM-

RAWE Programme

The Rural Agricultural Work Experience
(RAWE) program for VIl Semester B.Sc.
(Agri) students from Jagannath Universi-
ty was held at ICAR - KLE Krushi Vigyan
Kendra, Mattikopp from July 23 to August
31,2024. During this period, students were
immersed in practical aspects of crop pro-
duction and rural development by being
placed in villages such as Deshnur, Nesar-
gi, Basapur, and Malllapur. They studied
various cropping systems, including their
intensity, costs, returns, and diversity, and
developed an Integrated Farming System
(IFS) model to understand farming prac-

tices better. Students received hands-on

KUSUM scheme and agrivoltaic systems, training in pestidentification, soil and wa-

ﬂ and was attended by 41 farmers. ter analysis, bio-pesticide and bio-fertiliz-
plis = ~ :ﬁg‘ﬁﬁ




er mass multiplication, and various agri-
cultural techniques. They also visited lo-
cal agricultural industries to gain insights
into real-world challenges faced by the
farming community, bridging their theo-
retical knowledge with practical experi-
ence.

KREDL Programme

On August 17,2024, a training and aware-
ness program on BEE Labelled Energy Ef-
ficient Pumpsets and Water Conservation
was held at ICAR-KLE Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra, Mattikopp, in collaboration with Kar-
nataka Renewable Energy Development
Limited (KREDL) and the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency. The event was inaugurated by
Mrs. Sridevi B. Angadi, Senior Scientist &
Head of KVK, who emphasized the crucial
need for judicious use of energy and wa-
ter. During the technical session, Smt. Sav-
ita S. Meti from KREDL highlighted the en-
vironmentalimpact of non-renewable en-
ergy sources and encouraged farmers to
adopt energy-efficient BEE labelled and

solar pumpsets for irrigation. S.M. Warad,
Scientist (Soil Science), discussed the lim-
ited availability of high-quality water and
the importance of water conservation
practices, such as bunding and rainwater
harvesting. G.B. Vishwanath, Scientist
(Agronomuy), presented efficient irrigation
methods for various cropping patterns,
and approximately 65 farmers attended
the program.

Krishi Sakhi Training Programme

From August 19 to 23 and again from Au-
gust 26 to 30, 2024, ICAR - KLE Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra, Mattikopp, in partnership
with the Karnataka State Rural Livelihood
Promotion Society, the Department of Skill
Development, Entrepreneurship, and Live-
lihood, Bengaluru, and Zilla Panchayat,
Belagavi, hosted the second training mod-

ule on Agro-ecological Practices for 120
selected Krishi Sakhi from four Belagavi
District taluks. The program was inaugu-
rated by Shri B.R. Patil, Chairman of ICAR
KLE Krishi Vigyan Kendra, who highlight-
ed the Krishi Sakhi’'s role in connecting
farmers with agricultural extension servic-
es. Mrs. Sridevi Angadi, Senior Scientist and
Head, elaborated on the training’s struc-
tured approach, including a visit to pro-
gressive farm-
ers’ fields, and
its alignment
with  NRLM
guidelines. At
the valedicto-
ry ceremony,
certificates
were awarded
by the Director
of ATARI, Ben-
galuru. Dr.B.G.
Shivkumar
and Shri Mathew were also present.

Parthenium Awareness Week

Parthenium awareness week was cele-
brated from 16-22 August 2024 at KVK to
create awarenessiill effects of parthenium
among farmers, children, students and cit-
izens of KVK jurisdiction taluks. G.B. Vish-
wanath, Scientist (Agronomy) explained
aboutintroduction of parthenium to India,
its life cycle, mode of dissemination, its
management practices through physical,
cultural, mechanical, chemical and biolog-
ical methods. He emphasized on effect of
parthenium on human health and animal

health. He briefed the effect on crop yield.
During the period, various activities has
been carried out at instructional farm like
releasing Mexican beetle and uprooting
the plants.

SANIL SN




KVK TIMES

Extension

Functionaries
Training

Programme
A training
program on
“Integrated
Crop Man-
agement in
I Kharif

1 Crops” was

organized
for ATMA officials and Krishi Sanjeevini
Technical Assistants from the Department
of Agriculture, Belagavi. The program was
inaugurated by Mrs. Sridevi Angadi, Senior

Scientist & Head, who discussed the value
addition in field and horticulture crops.
S.M. Warad, Scientist (Soil Science), cov-
ered soil sampling methods, nutrient im-
portance, deficiencies, and corrections.
G.B. Vishwanath, Scientist (Agronomy),
detailed the varieties, seed rates, weed and
water management, and post-harvest
technologies for kharif crops, emphasizing
practices for heavy rainfall situations. Dr.
S.S. Hiremath, Scientist (Plant Protection),
addressed pest and disease management,
while Mrs. Rubina S. Khaza, Agriculture
Officer, DATC, Arabahavi, welcomed the
trainees and explained the training’s pur-
pose of implementing recent technologies

ICAR-KVK Bengaluru Rural

KVKs Golden Jubilee Torch receiving
programme:

On August 15, 2024, ICAR - Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Bengaluru Rural District, celebrat-
ed the Golden Jubilee Torch receiving pro-
gram. The torch, handed over from KVK
Ramanagara, was received with Poorna
Kumbha Swagatham and a local folk

dance group, in the presence of Dr. V.L.
Madhuprasad, Director of Extension at
UAS(B), Dr. Chandregowda, M.J., Principal
Scientist at ATARI, Bengaluru, and other
dignitaries including Mr. Appayyanna and
Mr. Nagaraja. The program was inaugu-
rated by the gathered dignitaries, with Dr.
Venkate Gowda, J., Scientist (Agronomuyj),
outlining the history of KVKs, from their
inception in 1974 in Pondicherry to the
expansion to 731 KVKs across India. Dr. V.L.
Madhuprasad highlighted the mandated
activities and evolving roles of KVKs, while
Dr. Chandregowda discussed their transi-
tion from vocational training centers to
comprehensive Farm Science Centers. Dr.
B.G. Hanumantharaya, Senior Scientist &
Head, praised KVKs for their significant role

in transferring need-based technologies to
farmers, and Dr. Veeranagappa, P., Scien-
tist (Soil Science), concluded the program
with a vote of thanks.

Parthenium Awareness programme
ICAR - Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Bengaluru
Rural District conducted Parthenium
Awareness programme in collaboration
with AICRP (Weeds), GKVK, UAS, Bangalore
on 20.08.2024 at KVK premises and Hire-
muddenahalli, Doddaballapura taluk. Dr.
Kamalabai, Scientist, AICRP (Weeds) ex-
plained the ill effects of Parthenium and
its controlling measures. Dr. Venkate
Gowda, J., Scientist (Agronomy), ICAR -
KrishiVigyan Kendra, Bengaluru Rural Dis-
trict explained the management aspects
of parthenium weed. Since, parthenium is
rich in potassium he urged farmers to up-
root the parthenium plants before flow-
ering and use it in composting. He also
request the farmers to go for integrated
approach of Parthenium managementin-
stead of going for weedicide alone. Total-
ly, 65 farmers and farmwomen were got
awareness about the parthenium'’s ill ef-
fects on crops and their controlling meth-
ods.




KVK Bidar's Green Revolution: 4,000
Trees For A Sustainable Future

As part of the KVK SwarnaSamriddhi 2024
celebrations marking 50 years of excel-
lence, ICAR-ATARI, Bengaluru launched an
ambitious 50,000+ tree plantation cam-

paign across Karnataka, Kerala, and Lak-
shadweep. The campaign was executed in
three phases, strategically aligned with
World Environment Day, the 96" ICAR
Foundation Day, and Independence Day
2024 to emphasize environmental sus-
tainability and community engagement.
KVK Bidar actively contributed by organiz-
ing a 4,000-tree plantation drive, with the
final phase culminating on August 15,
2024. During this phase, KVK Bidar suc-
cessfully planted 3,120 saplings, including
Mahogany, Mango, Chikku, Melia Dubia,
and Citrus, in Yarnalli village and on the
KVK Bidar campus. In total, 3,870 saplings
were planted throughout the campaign,
reflecting a strong commitment to in-
creasing green cover and promoting sus-
tainable living. This initiative highlights the
collective efforts of communities, farmers,
and agricultural experts to foster ecologi-
cal balance and resilience, demonstrating
ICAR-ATARI and KVK Bidar’s dedication to
a greener future.

Eradicating The Menace : Icar-Kvk Bidar
Celebrates Parthenium Awareness
Week

From August 16 to 22, 2024, ICAR-KVK Bi-
dar held a successful Parthenium Aware-
ness Week to educate the community
about the dangers of the invasive Parthe-
nium weed. The week featured daily pro-
grams at schools, Gram Panchayats, farm-
ers’ plots, and the KVK Campus, focusing
on raising awareness and encouraging
active participation in combating this nox-
ious plant. The event was inaugurated at

aschoolin Markhalvillage, where students

learned about the harmful effects of
Parthenium and were trained in identifi-
cation and eradication techniques. KVK
staff led by example, actively removing the
weed from the KVK Campus and demon-
strating effective eradication methods.
The week concluded with a valedictory
event at the Gram Panchayat in Kouta(B)
village, emphasizing the achievements of
the week and the ongoing need for vigi-
lance against Parthenium, mobilizing
community members, farmers, and stu-
dents to work together for a healthier en-
vironment.

Empowering Agriculture: Bimonthly
Workshop Equips Officers with New
Techniques”

On August 28,

2024, a bimonthly
workshop for Agri-
culture Depart-
ment officers was
held in Bidar, orga-
nized in collabora-
tion with the Kar-
nataka State De-
partment of Agri-
culture (KSDA), Ag-
ricultural Research
Station (ARS), and Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK). The event was presided over by Dr.
Bhavani K, Professor and Head of ARS Bi-
dar, who underscored the critical role of
the Agriculture Departmentin transferring
university-developed technologies to
farmers. Shri Jia Ullah K, Joint Director of
Agriculture for Bidar district, emphasized
the need for crop diversity and the reduc-
tion of harmful chemicals to safeguard the
environment and human health. Dr. Sunil-
kumar NM, Senior Scientist and Head of
KVK Bidar, expressed his satisfaction with
the workshop’s revival, which aimed to
update officers on the latest agricultural




technologies and their application. The workshop included technical presentations by
Assistant Directors of Agriculture on the district’s crop situation, with additional in-
sights on rainfall patterns, crop management, new winter crop varieties, and the intro-
duction of Mucuna as a green manure crop, concluding with enthusiastic participation
from agricultural officers and experts committed to advancing sustainable practices
in Bidar.
Contributors: Mrs. Jyothi S Kamthane, Dr. Sunilkumar N M, Dr. Ningadalli Mallikarjun &
Dr Gnyandev Bulla, ICAR-KVK Bidar

ICAR-KVK Chamarajanagara

Field day on improved cultivation of cowpea (variety KBC-9)
On August 3, 2024, a field day on improved cowpea cultiva-
tion was held at Kodasoge village, featuring the KBC-9 variety
8 with integrated crop management practices. This short-dura-
tion variety matures in 80 to 85 days and is known for its bold
i light brown seeds. Mr. Manohar from Seed Hub, KVK Mandya,
discussed the benefits of pulse seed production for increasing
farmers’ income and the PPP mode seed production program
by UAS Bengaluru. The event, attended by 46 farmers, includ-
ed visits to demonstration fields and the selection of model
plots for seed procurement.

(Authors: Yogesh. G.S and Vishwanath. G.B)

T i
Field day on improved cultivation of cowpea was
conducted at Kodasoge village under SC SP
on 03.08.2024

Breast feeding awareness week
On August 3, 2024, ICAR KVK Chamarajanagara observed
Breastfeeding Awareness Week. Dr. Deepa J., Scientist (Home
il Science), highlighted the benefits of mother’s milk in protect-
i{ ing children from allergies, illnesses, and chronic diseases like
diabetes and cancer. Dr. Mohankumar A.B., Scientist (Horticul-
ture), discussed the importance and management of nutrigar-
dens, focusing on leafy vegetables and root tubers. The event
also included the distribution of vegetable seedlings and seed
kits to selected anganwadi workers, school representatives,
and farm women.

(Authors: Deepa. J, Yogesh. G.S and Mohankumar, A.B.)
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Dr. Deepa.J., Scientist (Home Science) provided
information regarding importance of mother’s milk

ICAR-KVK Chikkaballapura

KVK golden jubilee year celebration

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Chikka-
ballapura celebrated KVK golden jubilee
year and received the KVK torch on
17.08.2024. Dr. Papireddy, Senior Scien-
tist and Head and other scientists received
KVK torch from ICAR-KVK, Doddaballapu-
ra. Dr. P. Venkataravana, Dean, (Seri) in-
augurated the programme and highlight-
ed about role of KVKs in agricultural de-
velopment. Dr. Papireddy, Senior Scientist
and Head emphasized on different activi-
ties of Krishi Vigyan Kendra and contribu-
tion of KVKs.. Two progressive farmers viz,
Shri. Radhakrishna and Shri. Manjunath
were felicitated during the programme. el
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Further, created awareness about parthenium weed. Dr. Sandhya, Scientist (Soil Sci-
ence) explained about hazardous effects and management of parthenium. All the sci-
entists from KVK, Chintamani, Chikkaballapura and farmers participated in the parthe-

nium removal in KVK farm.

Certificate course on Integrated Nutrient Management

Certificate course on integrated nutrient management was
organized at ICAR-KVK, Chikkaballapura from19.08.2024 to
02.09.2024. Dr. Papireddy, Senior Scientist and Head inaugu-
rated the programme and emphasized about the programme.
Dr. Sandhya, Scientist (Soil Science) and other scientists con-
ducted technical sessions like problematic soils, importance
of bio fertilizers, green manuring, different composting meth-
ods etc,, Participants were taken to exposure visits to progres-
sive farmers' fields. 30 participants participated in the pro-

gramme.

ICAR-KVK Chikkamagaluru

Inaugural Ceremony of Third Batch
Capacity building programme on
Natural Farming to Krishi Sakhi
ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Chikkamaga-
luru has organized Third Batch Capacity
building Programme for 55 Krishi Sakhi’s
on “Natural Farming”.

Dr.Krishnamurthy A.T. Senior scientist and
head, KVK, Mudigere, delivered introduc-
tory speech, Natural Farming is a chemi-
cal-free farming system rooted in Indian
tradition enriched with modern under-
standing of ecology, resource recycling
and on-farm resource optimization. It is
considered as agro ecology based diversi-
fied farming system which integrates
crops, trees and livestock with functional
biodiversity. Itis largely based on on-farm
biomass recycling with major stress on
biomass mulching, use of on-farm cow
dung-urine formulations; maintaining soil
aeration and exclusion of all synthetic
chemical inputs. Natural farming is ex-
pected to reduce dependency on pur-
chased inputs. It is considered as a cost-
effective farming practice with scope for
increasing employment and rural develop-
ment.

Dr. Narayan S. Mavarkar, Dean (Horticul-
ture), College of Horticulture, Mudigere
said that, this training provides basic tech-
nical support to rural women farmers and
through this training natural agricultural
soil health and non-agricultural activities
with low capital. Natural farming aims at
restoring soil health, maintenance of di-
versity, ensure animal welfare, stress on
efficient use of natural/local resources and
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promote ecological fairness. Natural farm-
ing is an ecological farming approach.

Mr. Shankar, Vice President, Farmer Pro-
ducers Association, Mudigere explained
that natural farming is a chemical-free
traditional farming method. It is consid-
ered as an agro ecology based diversified
farming system which integrates crops,

trees and livestock with functional biodi-
versity”-Niti Ayog Natural farming is a sys-
tem where the laws of nature are applied
to agricultural practices. This method
works along with the natural biodiversity
of each farmed area, encouraging the
complexity of living organisms, both
plants, and animals that shape each par-
ticular ecosystem to thrive along with food
plants. Natural Farming builds on natural
or ecological processes that exist in or
around farms.

The progamme was witnessed by KVK sci-
entists, Dr. Yamuna B.G, Scientist (Agron-
omy), Dr. Sneha Shigihalli, (Home Science)
and Dr. Prashantha, G. M (Soil Science).
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ICAR-KVK Chitradurga

Training programme for Krishi
Sakhi Module 3 (Batch VI)

A six-day training program for
community resource persons
(Krishi Sakhi’s) of the NRLM
project on Module lll - Environ-
ment Friendly Agricultural
Practices was held at Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra, Chitradurga from
August 12 to 17, 2024. Dr. O.
Kumara, Senior Scientist and
Head of KVK Chitradurga, inau-
gurated the program and out-
lined the goals of the NRLM
project and the focus of Mod-
ule lll. The training included lec-
tures on various topics such as
agro-ecological practices, crop-

ping patterns, agri-nutri gardens, nursery types, trellis
systems, pest management, bakery unit production,
and soil health and conservation. The program saw
participation from twenty-six Krishi Sakhi’s, who en-
gaged in learning and discussions on implementing
environment-friendly agricultural practices.

Parthenium awareness week

On August 16, 2024, ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra Chi-
tradurga celebrated the 19t Parthenium Awareness
Week to address the issue of Parthenium weed and
its eradication. The program was inaugurated by Dr.
O. Kumara, Senior Scientist and Head of KVK Chitra-
durga, who highlighted the weed'’s harmful effects on
agricultural productivity and human health. He also
committed to making the KVK campus Parthenium-
free. The event included active participation from all
KVK staff and attendees in uprooting Parthenium
plants from the KVK premises.

Skill Development Training Programme on Beekeeping

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra (Dakshina Kannada), Mangalu-
ru organized a five-day ‘Skill Development Training Pro-
gramme on Beekeeping’ for farmers at Ubaradka Village
in Sullia Taluk from August 26 to 30, 2024. The program
was inaugurated by Mr. Harish Ubaradka, President of the
Gram Panchayat Maha Okkuta Dakshina Kannada District,
who highlighted the significance of bees and beekeeping
in agriculture. Dr. T. J. Ramesha, Senior Scientist and Head
of ICAR-KVK Mangaluru, emphasized the essential role of
honeybees in enhancing agricultural productivity. The
training covered beekeeping’s importance, hands-on colo-
ny management, exposure visits to progressive beekeep-
ers’' farms, pest and disease management, and value-add-

ed products from beekeeping, with sessions led by Dr. Ke-
darnath, Mr. Giridhar Das, and Mr. Puttanna. A total of 25
farmers participated in the program.

(Contributors : Dr. Kedarnath Scientist (Plant protection)& Dr Dr.
T.J Ramesha, Senior Scientist qnd Heqd)



CDP on Vermicompost preparation

ICAR-KVK DK organized a Capacity Devel-
opment Program (CDP) on Vermicompost
Preparation for farmers at Ramkunja Vil-

lage, Kadaba Taluk, on August 23, 2024.
The event was inaugurated by Smt.
Suchetha, President of Ramkunja Gram
Panchayat, with Shri Jagath K, District
Programme Manager NRLM, Kadaba, and
Dr.T.J.Ramesh, Senior Scientist and Head
of ICAR-KVK DK Mangalore, also in atten-
dance. Dr. Harish Shenoy, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Agronomy, provided insights on
the efficient use of crop residues and waste
for producing valuable vermicompost. Ap-
proximately 27 farmers participated in the
program.
(Contributors :Dr Harish Shenoy and
Dr. T.J Ramesha)

CDP on Natural farming

ICAR- KVK DK organised a CDP on Natural
farming for the women farmers at DATC,
Belthangady on 17-08-2024. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated by ShriD Pras-
hanth office superintendent of Taluk Pan-
chayath, Belthangady. Smt Prathima Dis-
trict Programme manager NRLM, Belth-
angady Officers of NRLM, Shri Chan-
drashekhar Asst Horticultural Office,
Belthangady and Dr. T J Ramesh Sr, Sci-
entist and Head ICAR-KVK DK Mangalore

were present on the occasion. Dr. Harish
Shenoy Assistant Professor of Agronomy
conducted the training programme pro-
vided information on importance of Natu-
ral Farming and preparation of Jeevam-
rutha. About 22 farm women armers
participated in the programme.
(Contributors : Dr Harish Shenoy and
Dr. T.J Ramesha)

Scientific Coconut Cultivation under
SCSP programme

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Dakshina
Kannada, in collaboration with ICAR-
CPCRI Kasargod, KSRLPS (Sanjeevini), and
Farmer Producer Organisations, organized
a capacity development program on co-
conut cultivation and distributed West
Coast Tall coconut saplings to SC farmers
under the SCSP Programme. The initiative
was led by Dr. Rajkumar, Nodal Officer-
SCSP, ICAR-CPCRI, with support from lo-
cal officials including Mr. K.E. Jayaram,
Project Director, Zilla Panchayat, Dakshi-
na Kannada, and other key figures from
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Sulia and Belthangady Taluks. Dr. T.J.
Ramesha, Senior Scientist and Head of
ICAR-KVK Dakshina Kannada, coordinated
the event, with Dr. Surekha and Dr. Harish
Shenoy from ICAR-CPCRI providing expert
guidance. A total of 2268 coconut saplings
were distributed to 305 beneficiaries in
Sulia Taluk, 91 in Belthangady Taluk, and
199 in Kadaba Taluk, with 57 Krishi Sakhis
assisting in mobilizing the farmers.
(Contributors : Dr Dr.T.J Ramesha &
Dr. Harish Shenoy)
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ICAR-KVK Davanagere

Celebration of Parthenium
Awareness week from 16 -
22 August 2024
ICAR-Taralabalu Krishi Vigyana
Kendra, Davanagere, celebrated
Parthenium Awareness Week
from August 16 to 22, 2024,

across various villages including
Kalledevarapura, Bidararakere,
Madapura, and the KVK campus.
Dr.Devaraja T.N., Senior Scientist
and Head, inaugurated the pro-
gram, emphasizing the impor-
tance of removing Parthenium
before it flowers and using it for
composting. Mr. Mallikarjuna
B.O., SMS (Agronomy), led the
awareness activities, highlighting
the severe impacts of Parthenium
on human and animal health and
recommending biological control
methods such as using Cassia
tora and marigold. The KVK staff
actively participated in the pro-
gram, including efforts to uproot
Parthenium from the KVK farm.

INM demonstration through
Agriculture Drone Technology
ICAR-Taralabalu Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Davanagere, demon-
strated the use of an Agriculture
Drone sprayer for applying Pulse
Magic on Redgram crops in
Madapura, Channagiri Taluk as
part of the Agriculture Drone
Technology Demonstration
Project. The program, inaugurat-
ed by Mr. Revansiddangowda,
DDA, Department of Agriculture,
Channagiri, showcased the ben-
efits of drone technology for effi-

cient spraying and integrated nutrient manage-
ment. Mr. Mallikarjuna B.O., SMS (Agronomy), high-
lighted the technological advancements and cen-
tral government schemes related to drone training
and entrepreneurship. Dr. Avinash T.G., SMS (Plant
Protection), discussed the positive impacts of drone
usage on crop yield, while Sr. Srinivas, a progres-
sive farmer, noted the savings in time, water, and
energy and expressed interest in future rental avail-
ability of drones in the village.

Demonstration of mating disruption technology
in Cotton

Under the FLD on Integrated Crop Management in
Cotton, a demonstration of Gossyplure 4% RTU was
conducted in Marikunte village, Jagaluru Taluk. Dr.
Avinash T. G., SMS (Plant Protection), highlighted
that Pink bollworm is a major pest among the boll-
worm complex, and Gossyplure 4% RTU is an ef-

fective new technology for its management. This
product offers a slow and sustained release for
mating disruption, is temperature-resistant, and
rain-fast. The recommended application involves
placing 125 grams per acre on 400-500 source
plants, with 250-300 mg per plant at the primary
branch axil, spaced 5 x 2 meters apart. Mr. Basa-
vanagowda M. G., SMS (Horticulture), and Dr. Su-
priya P. Patil, SMS (Home Science), also participat-
ed in the field visit.

World Biofuel Day Celebration.
World Biofuel Day was celebrated at Morarji Desai
Pre-University College, Avaragolla, Davangere Ta-



luk, in association with the Department of Forestry. The
program was inaugurated by Dr. Suresh B. Itnal, CEO of
Zilla Panchayat Davanagere, who stressed the importance
of alternative fuel sources due to the non-renewable na-
ture of fossil fuels and future energy security concerns. Dr.
Devaraja T. N., Senior Scientist and Head, highlighted the
historical significance of biofuels, noting Rudolf Diesel’s pi-
oneering work with groundnut seeds in 1893 and the gov-
ernment’s efforts to promote biofuel production, includ-
ing planting Pungamia, Neem, and Mahua trees. Mr. Ra-
ghuraja J., SMS (Agricultural Extension), demonstrated
biodiesel production through an exhibition, and biofuel
plants were planted on the college campus, with partici-
pation from forestry officials, college staff, students, Krishi
Sakhis, and local gram panchayat members.

ICAR-KVK Dharwad

Celebration of Parthenium Awareness Week

The ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, University of Agri-
cultural Sciences, Dharwad celebrated the Parthe-
nium Awareness Week from 16.08.2024 to
22.08.2024. During this programme awareness giv-

nur came to ICAR-KVK, Dharwad
for exposure visit arranged by
Aegis Ltd. Scientists gave lecture
on crop diversification in paddy,
sugarcane and banana for sus-
tainable agriculture to farmers
and interacted with them.

en on the hazardous effect on crop yield, human ¢ 4 recipe competition at
health and livestock health to RAWE students. p,qqkalakatti village of
Parthenium weeds in and around the KVK, Dhar- b}, 4rwad taluk

wad premises were removed and also given lec-
ture on control and eradication methods of parthe-
nium. The RAWE students developed a video on
awareness about parthenium eradication.

Field visit to HDPS and CS fields under Special
Project on Cotton

Visit to different farmer fields was undertaken to
monitor closer spacing (CS) and high density plant-
ing system (HDPS) on 22.08.2024 at 60 DAS of cot-
ton. The visit covered Harobelavadi and Byalal vil-
lages of Dharwad district. Some farmers were
planning to undertake the Mepiquat chloride un-
der HDPS while some farmers have already
sprayed to control excessive vegetative growth in  On August 15, 2024, ICAR-KVK
cotton. Dharwad hosted a food competi-
tion at Pudakalakatti village as
part of Krishi Mela 2024, orga-
nized by the University of Agricul-
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tural Sciences, Dharwad. Mrs. Vidya V. Sangannavar, SMS (Home Science), emphasized
the significance of nutritious food for healthy living and value addition from various
crops, while Dr. Airadevi A. Angadi, Scientist (Horticulture), discussed the health bene-
fits of fruits and vegetables. Dr. Praveen Goroji, Senior Technical Officer, highlighted
the role of millets in promoting sustainable living. Rural women prepared a variety of
dishes featuring millets, vegetables, milk, and dry fruits, with prizes awarded to Smt.
Prema Roogi for first place, Smt. Manjula Kallimani for second, and Smt. Shobha Chan-
dargifor third. The event was attended by Pudakalakat-
ti village Panchayat members, the village president, and
Krishi Sakhis.

Kasuti competition at Amminabhavi village of
Dharwad taluk

On August 22, 2024, ICAR-KVK Dharwad organized a
Kasuti embroidery competition at Amminabhavi village
in Dharwad taluk, coinciding with Krishi Mela 2024 at
the University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad. Mrs.
Vidya V. Sangannavar, SMS (Home Science), highlight-
ed the cultural significance of Karnataka’s Kasuti em-
broidery and its growing market value for various prod-
ucts. Dr. Airadevi A. Angadi, Scientist (Horticulture), dis-
cussed the role of embroidery machinery in enhancing women'’s empowerment. The
competition saw 15 women participants, with Smt. Bharati Kuri winning first place,
Smt. Mahabobi Kundagol securing second, and Smt. Aayisha Doddamani receiving third.

ICAR-KVK Ernakulam

Seminar on Prospects of Sugarcane in Alangad region led by KVK

On August 10, 2024, KVK Ernakulam orga-
nized a Sugarcane Farmers’ Get-Together at
the Alangad Cooperative Bank, following their
successful ventures in sugarcane farming and
Jaggery production. The event, part of the
Krishikoppam Kalamassery agricultural
movement initiated by local MLA and Minis-
ter Shri P. Rajeeve, was inaugurated by Smt.
Ramya Thomas, President of the Alangad
Block Panchayat. Shri F. Pushparaj Anjelo,
Subject Matter Specialist at KVK, led a semi-
nar on the prospects of sugarcane cultivation
in the Alangad region. The program, attended by over 50 local farmers, aimed to boost
sugarcane production and promote sustainable
practices in the area.

KVK Ernakulam conducts Farmers' Training
Sessions on the Occasion of Release of 109
Crop Varieties by Hon’ble PM

On the occasion of the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s
release of 109 crop varieties developed by var-
jous ICAR institutes in New Delhi, KVK Ernaku-
lam organized two farmers’ training sessions
on August 11, 2024. The sessions focused
on Homestead Cultivation of Fruits and
Vegetables and Floriculture Targeting the
Onam Market, specifically designed for local farmers and Kudumbasree members of
Narakkal. A total of 26 participants, including staff members, attended the event. The
sessions were conducted by Shri Shoji Joy Edison and Shri Pushparaj Anjelo, Subject
Matter Specialists.
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KVK associated in the Karshakadinam celebrations

KVK associated in the Karshakadinam celebration at Eloor
Krishi Bhavan and Narakkal Krishi Bhavan on 17% August
2024. Industries minister Shri P Rajeev inaugurated the
Karshakadinam function at Eloor. Awards were given to
12 farmers on 12 various categories related to agricul-
ture. After the award ceremony KVK Subject Matter Spe-
cialist (Horticulture), Shri Shoji Joy Edison led a class on
“New trends in homestead farming”. Exhibiton of various
farmers produce were also part of the event at Eloor. Shri

F Pushparaj Anjelo, Subject Matter specialist (Agriculture extension)

led the class on “Homestead farming” in Narakkal.

ICAR-KVK Gadag

Inauguration of Certificate Course on Integrated
Nutrient Management for PACS Secretaries
ICAR-K.H. Patil Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Gadag, in col-
laboration with MANAGE, Hyderabad, University of
Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad, and the Department
of Agriculture, Gadag, organized a 15-day Certificate
Course on Integrated Nutrient Management (CCINM)
from August 12 to August 26, 2024. The program, at-
tended by 40 Secretaries of Primary Agricultural Co-
operative Societies in Gadag district, was inaugurat-
ed by Dr. B.D. Biradar, Director of Research at UAS
Dharwad, who emphasized the need to boost micro-
bial populations in soil and maintain soil fertility. Dr.
S.S. Angadi, Director of Extension at UAS Dharwad,
encouraged the trainees to promote organic fertiliz-
ers and the use of agricultural waste, while Smt.
Spoorti G.S., DDA, Gadag, stressed the importance of
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cooperative societies in managing fertilizers and rec-
ommended modern equipment like drone sprayers.
The program concluded with the distribution of cer-
tificates to the first batch of CCINM course graduates,
with Dr. Sudha V. Mankani, Senior Scientist and Head
at ICAR-KVK Gadag, highlighting the role of Integrat-

ed Nutrient Management in improving soil health.
Mr.N.H.Bhandi, SMS (Soil Science) & Dr. Sudha V. Man-
kani, Senior Scientist and Head (I/c)

Hands-on training on Integrated Crop
Management and Mechanization in Redgram

From August 22 to August 26, 2024, a five-day hands-
on training program on Integrated Crop Management

(ICM) practices and mechaniza-
tion in Redgram was conduct-
ed in Kalakeri and Pethalur vil-
lages of Mundaragi block. Shri
N.H. Bhandi, SMS (Soil Science),
covered ICM techniques for
Redgram, including balanced
nutrition, nipping, pest and dis-
ease management, and post-
harvest handling. Dr. Vinayaka
Niranjan, SMS (Agricultural En-
gineering), demonstrated the
use of farm machinery, such as
solar nipping machines, trac-
tor-mounted boom sprayers,
drone sprayers, and cycle
weeders, highlighting cost and
labor savings. The training also
featured information from De-
partment of Agriculture offi-
cials on liquid nano fertilizers
and available financial aid for
farm machinery, with around
45 farmers and rural youth par-
ticipating, including an expo-
sure visit to progressive

Redgram fields.
Mr.N.H.Bhandi, SMS (Soil Science)
& Dr. Vinayaka Niranjan, SMS
(Ag.Engg.)
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ICAR-KVK Hassan

Training programme for Primary cooperative societies CEO's on integrated
nutrient management
ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kandali, Hassan, in collaboration with the Directorate of
Extension, Staff Training Institute, University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, and
the Department of Agriculture, Hassan, organized a 15-day Certificate Course on Inte-
grated Nutrient Management (CCINM) from August 22 to September 5,2024. The pro-
gram, sponsored by MANAGE, Hyderabad, was inaugurated by Mrs. Rajasulochana,
Joint Director of Agriculture, Hassan, who stressed the importance of ongoing educa-
tion and the role of cooperative societies in agricultural development. Dr. Rajegowda,
Senior Scientist and Head of KVK Hassan, highlighted the need for soil health preserva-
tion and the use of soil test-based fertilizers, encouraging trainees to act as liaisons
between KVKs and farmers. Dr. Arun Kumar, Training Coordinator, emphasized that
the trained officers will help deliver government agricultural schemes, and Dr. Shivas-
hankar M., Scientist (Home Science), concluded the program with a vote of thanks,
alongside Dr. Sanketh C.V., Scientist (Agril. Extension), and other KVK scientists, with 30
trainees participating in the course.

Contributors: Dr. Arunkumar, B. R., Scientist (Soil Science), Dr. Sanketh. C. V., Scientist (Agril.
Extension), Dr. Rajegowda [Senior Scientist & Head]

DD2YE% BN HOB,mE
@ w3 e ]

ICAR- KRISHI VIGYAN KENDRA, tassm

ICAR-KVK Haveri

Capacity Building Programme on Integrated Crop Management in Cotton
ICAR-Krishi Vigyana Kendra, Haveri, in collaboration with Dhanuka Krishi Mi-

tra, held a one-day training program on Integrated
Crop Management in Cotton at their Hanumanama-
tti campus on August 23, 2024. The event, inaugu-
rated by Dr. G.S. Guruprasad, Senior Scientist and
Head, highlighted the significance of cotton, referred
to as ‘white gold’, and introduced SPLAT (Specialized
Pheromone and Lure Application Technology) for
managing pink bollworm infestations. Dr. Basamma
Hadimani discussed major cotton diseases and their
management, while Dr. Siddagangamma K.R. empha-
sized the benefits of crop diversification to improve
sustainability and address issues like leaf reddening.
The program was attended by 42 farmers and 3 fac-
ulty members from Dhanuka Krishi Mitra, along with KVK staff.

Review of NICRA activities

Dr. D. V. Shrinivas Reddy, Nodal Officer and Principal Scientist at ICAR-ATARI, Bengalu-
ru, visited ICAR-KVK, Haveri to review the NICRA project in Rahutanakatti village,
Ranebennur taluk. During his visit, he, along with Dr. Guruprasad G. S., Senior Scientist



and Head, Dr. Santhosha H. M., Scientist (Horticulture),
and Dr. Mahesh Kadagi, Scientist (Animal Science), in-
spected various demonstration plots, including maize
+ redgram intercropping systems, foxtail millet, fodder
crops, and sheep rearing units. He also visited soil and
water conservation structures and inaugurated a Cus-
tom Hiring Center, providing essential farm machinery
to enhance mechanization in the village. Dr. Reddy en-
couraged farmers to adopt climate-resilient technolo-
gies to boost farm income and improve livelihoods.

ICAR-KVK Idukki

SCSP External Funded Project of ICAR-Indian derabad, ICAR-Krishi Vigyan
Institute of Rice Research, Hyderabad, at Kendra, Idukki, and Chinnaka-
Chinnakanal Village in Idukki District of Kerala nal Grama Panchayat, was
An External Funded Project under the Scheduled Caste maugur.atgd by D.r. P:Jegaku—
Sub Plan Scheme of ICAR-Indian Institute of Rice Re- M Prmt.:lpal _SC'ent'St from
search, Hyderabad, titled “Enhancing The Livelihood ICAR. During his add.ress, Dr.
Security of Scheduled Caste Farmers of Chinnakanal Jegakuma.r emph0|5|z.e<.:i the
Village in Idukki District of Kerala,” was launched on conservation of traditional

19.08.2024 at Chinnakanal Panchayat Hall. The pro- paddy varieties and provided
gram, led by ICAR-Indian Rice Research Centre, Hy-

guidance on enhancing the
livelihood security of paddy
farmers. The event also in-
cluded the distribution of bio-
inputs, such as Pseudomonas
and Trichoderma, along with
technical sessions on inte-
grated nutrient and fertilizer
application in rice cultivation,
benefiting 100 selected

Scheduled Caste farmers.

Name of Contributor:
Ms. Preethu K Paul, SMS
Agricultural Extension, KVK Idukki

ICAR-KVK Kalaburagi-I

Orientation cum training programme on Soil health management

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kalaburagi-I, in collaboration with the Department of Agri-
culture, Kalaburagi, organized a one-day orien-
tation and training program on soil health man-
agement at Government High School, Khanad-
al, Kalaburagi Taluka, on 23.08.2024. Dr.
Shreenivas B. V., Scientist (Soil Science) at ICAR-
KVK Kalaburagi-l, provided insights on the im-
portance of soil testing and soil health manage-
ment to the school’s students and staff. The pro-
gram included a demonstration on soil sample
collection and the use of soil health cards and N :
apps. Additionally, 50 students were assighed | SiRiRe Kelabiaoh e

tGSkS to Collect SOil Samples, Clnalgze them, Gnd . b3 [ ! ?ff?:[\)/:l}:,q;tga cross, Khandal, Kalaburagi, Karnataka 585102, India
generate soil health cards throughout the 2024-

25&@; with support from KVK and KSDA. The event was attended by various agricul-
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ture and education officials, in-
cluding Mr. Sunilkumar, Assis-
tant Director of Agriculture, and
Smt. Priyanka, Agriculture Of-
ficer.

Five days training programme
for Krishi Sakhi on Natural
Farming
ICAR-KrishiVigyan Kendra, Kal-
aburagi-1 organized a five-day
training program for Agricul-
tural Livelihood Community
Resource Persons (KRISHI-SA-
KHI) Il and lll batches in collab-
oration with MANAGE, Hyder-
abad, Mission Director San-
jeevini-KSRLPS, and Zilla Pan-
chayat, Kalaburagi. The train-
ing, held in two sessions from
13.08.2024 to 17.08.2024 and
27.08.2024 to 31.08.2024, fo-
cused on enhancing the role of
Krishi Sakhis in promoting agri-
cultural technologies and nat-
uralfarming. Dr.Raju G. Teggel-
li, Senior Scientist and Head,

A 5

emphasized the importance of
Krishi Sakhis in delivering the
latest agricultural advance-
ments directly to farmers. Dr.
Shreenivas B. V. detailed the
roles, responsibilities, and ben-
efits of natural farming, and the
program included practical

sessions and exposure visits to

local farming fields and KVK

demo units. A total of 95 Krishi

Sakhis, along with various ex-

perts and officials, participated

in the program.

Diagnostic field visit by KVK
Scientist

On 20.08.2024, ICAR-Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra, in collaboration

with DATC, Department of Agriculture, Kalaburagi,
conducted a diagnostic field visit to various affected
fields in Belakota, Kamalapur, Kurikota, Babalad,
Shrichand, and Mahagaon of Kalaburagi district. Is-
sues such as Redgram wilt, SMD, cuscuta weed, and
root grub infestations were observed in Redgram

fields, while sugarcane fields showed signs of nutri-
ent deficiencies and root grub problems. Recom-
mended practices and methods for seed treatment
and improved agronomical practices were demon-
strated by Dr. Yusufali Nimbaragi, Scientist (Agrono-
my). The visit was attended by Smt. Yasmeen, Agri-
culture Officer, DATC, Kalaburagi, Basavaraj, Agricul-
ture Officer, RSK, Mahagaon, ATMA staff, and 55
farmers, who benefitted from the expert guidance.

Exposure visit by Students

On 23.08.2024 and 28.08.2024, students from Edi-
fy International School and Amit Patil Primary and
High School, Kalaburagi, visited the ICAR-Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra, Kalaburagi-I campus for an exposure
visit. Dr. Shreenivas B. V., Scientist (Soil Science), pro-
vided insights into KVK's activities, including QR code
technologies, soil and water testing, and the Call a
Scientist program, while emphasizing nutrient and
residue management. Dr. Yusufali (Agronomy) dis-
cussed integrated farming systems and natural
farming, and Dr. Sanmati Nayak (Horticulture) high-
lighted nutri-gardens, terrace gardens, and the im-
portance of medicinal and aromatic plants. The stu-
dents also toured various KVK demonstration units
such as compost, vermicompost, hydroponics, and
dairy farms, with over 200 students and 15 staff ac-
tively participating and benefiting from the visit.

ICAR Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kottayam



ICAR-KVK Kalaburagi-ll

CDP on improved production technologies to SC
farmers under SCSP programme

On August 22, 2024, ICAR-KVK Kalaburagi-Il (Rad-
dewadgi) organized an off-campus capacity devel-
opment session for SC farmers, in collaboration with
RARS Vijayapura and UAS Dharwad, focusing on
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Kharif crops. Dr. M. P. Poddar, Scientist (Agronomy),
discussed advanced production technologies for
Redgram to enhance yields, while Dr. Savitha B., Sci-
entist (Soil Science), emphasized fertilizer application
based on soil test reports and the importance of soil
testing. Dr. Chethan T., Scientist (Horticulture), cov-
ered improved production technologies for Chilli and
Tomato. The session, which was attended by 53 farm-
ers, concluded with the distribution of critical inputs

under the SCSP project.

Field day on Compartment
bunding on greengram
ICAR-KVK, Kalaburagi-Il (Rad-
dewadgi) scientists conducted
field day on compartment
bunding in Greengram at Ma-
ragolvillage in Chittapur talu-
ka of Kalaburagi district on
August 26, 2024. In the begin-
ning, Dr.Chandrakant, Scien-
tist (Soil Science) given brief
introduction about benefits of
compartment bunding tech-
nology in conserving moisture
during moisture scarcity peri-
od and also it helps in prevent-
ing the soil erosion during
heavy downpours.
Dr.Mallappa, Scientist (Agron-
omy) explained about im-
proved production technolo-
giesin Greengram, Blackgram
and Redgram for higher yield
returns. Dr.Ravindra (AO, RSK
Chittapur) and associate
farmers were present in the
programme.
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ICAR-KVK Kannur

Training on Scientific Pepper Cultivation

KVK Kannur successfully conducted a district-
level training program on scientific pepper cul-
tivation in Balal, in collaboration with the Agri- [~
cultural Technology Management Agency |
(ATMA), Kasargode. The event was inaugurated
by Sri. Arun T T, Assistant Director of Agricul- [{"
ture for Parappa Block, who stressed the need f§

for advanced practices to increase pepper pro- |
duction. Sri. Nikhil Narayanan, Agricultural Of-
ficer of Balal, delivered a keynote address on the

importance of innovation and research in modern farming. Dr. Jayaraj P., Senior Scien-
tist and Head of KVK Kannur, led the sessions on the Standard Operating Protocol for
Black Pepper cultivation and nutrient management, while the 100 participating farm-
ers explored an exhibition of KVK Kannur’s seeds, seedlings, value-added products, and

bio-control agents.
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ICAR-KVK Kasaragod

Upscaling Soil health through 9cross fifteen farm fields, focusing on organic green
Recycling of farm waste using Waste and arecanut husk. The process used liquid
microbial consortium under Microbial consortia andV compost—containing com-
Swatchatha programme. posting microbes—to improve plant quality and re-
Agricultural waste, which is duce chemical fertilizer use. For every tonne of waste,
abundant yet often underuti- 2 kg of V compost, 1 liter of BMC, 2 kg of jaggery,
lized in farm fields and areca- 9nd 50 kg of cow dung slurry were applied, aiming
nut gardens, contributes to the  t0 recycle approximately 24 tonnes of waste, en-
rise of mosquito-borne diseas- hance NPK availability, and mitigate the environmen-
es like dengue and malaria due tal impact of chemical fertilizers.
(Authors: Dr. Manojkumar. T.S, Dr. Saritha Hegde,
Dr. Benjamin Mathew, Dr. Neelofar Illiaskutty,
Shri. K. Manikandan, ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, ICAR-
CPCRI, Kasaragod.)

to improper waste manage-
ment. To address this, a recy-
cling project was implemented

7 Deonsration at Shri.Shivqprasad '
plot at Neerchals

Recycling of farm waste at Kondevoor
ashram goshala

ICAR-KVK Kodag

Vocational skill development programme for mushroom growers

ICAR-KVK Kodagu, in partnership with the Agriculture Skill Council of India, launched a
vocational skill development program for mushroom growers on August 23,2024. The
inauguration, held at ICAR-KVK Kodagu, was led by Dr. M.J. Chandregowda, Principal
Scientist at ICAR-ATARI, Bengaluru, and featured Dr. Chandrashekar C, Senior Scientist
in Plant Protection at IIHR, Bengaluru, as the chief guest. The program, starting with 26
trainees, includes a 210-hour course delivered twice a week, covering spawn produc-
tion, cultivation techniques, and marketing strategies. Trainees who complete the pro-
gram and pass the exam will receive a certificate from the Agriculture Skill Council of
India.




ICAR-KVK Kaolar

KVK'’s Golden Jubilee Torch Receiving Ceremony
ICAR KVK’s Golden Jubilee Torch Receiving Cere-
mony was held at KVK kolar on 19.08.2024 to
commemorate 50 years of impactful contribu-
tions of KVKs towards Indian agriculture. The
moment was inked for the celebration of the
achievements of Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) in

transforming rural livelihoods and promoting
sustainable agricultural practices. The torch,
symbolizing five decades of service, was received
by KVK Kolar staff, students and Farmers of Kolar
district.

Parthenium awareness program

On the eve of the 19t Parthenium Eradication
Week, KVK Kolar conducted a Parthenium aware-
ness program at ICAR-KVK, Kolar on 19.08.2024,
at College of Horticulture on 20.8.2024 & at
Chikkapura Village of Bangarpet Taluk on
21.08.2024. Atotal of 40 DAESI trainees, 30 stu-

dents & 25 farmers respectively alongside KVK,
Kolar & College of Horticulture staff participat-
ed in eradicating Parthenium.

Capacity development program on Integrated
crop management in Tomato

ICAR-KVK Kolar in collaboration with Dhanuka
Agri. Tech limited Bengaluru organised on cam-
pus capacity development program on integrat-
ed crop management in Tomato on 28.08.2024.
7%,
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Sri Umakanth Tambula, SMS, Dha-
nuka Agri Tech Ltd delivered a lec-
ture on Usage of pesticides in To-
mato crop. Dr Manjunatha Reddy
T.B, Scientist (Plant Protection), Dr
Anil Kumar S., Scientist (SS&AC)
from KVK Kolar delivered lectures
on Disease of tomato and their
management & INM in tomato re-
spectively. Around 100 tomato
growers across the Kolar district
participated and benefitted from
the programme.

Ek ped Maa ka Naam 2024

ICAR- ICAR-KVK Kolar organized
Tree plantation campaign on the
eve of “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 2024”
on 29* August 2024 at ICAR-KVK,

Beechaganahalli, Karnataka, India

7X62+R2P, Beechaganahalli, Beechagondahalli, Karnataka 563128, India

Lat 13.2631°
Long 77.950665°
29/08/24 12:05 PM GMT +05:30

Kolar, at Beechgondahali Village of
Kolar Taluka & Anganwadi pre-
mises of M Hosahalli village of Mu-
labagilu Taluk. KVK, Kolar staff
planted 6 saplings around KVK pre-
mises, 20 saplings of teak were
planted at farmers field of
Beechagondahalli village & 5 teak
saplings planted at Anganwadi pre-
mises, M Hosahalli. A total of 31
saplings were planted on the occa-
sion of Ek ped maa ka naam.
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SANIL SN




ICAR-KVK Kollam

Training programme on Natural Farming

As part of ICAR’s 100-day program, KVK Kollam organized a two-day training on nat-
ural farming on August 29 and 31, 2024. The training, led by Smt. Neeraja C R, Assis-
tant Professor (Agronomy) at ICAR KVK Kollam, focused
on the fundamentals of natural farming, including the
preparation of Beejamrith, Jeevamrith, and plant-based
concoctions for pest and disease management. Empha-
sizing the importance of desi cows, which provide es-
H sential ingredients for these natural farming practices,
| Dr.Parvathy S, Assistant Professor (Animal Husbandry)
at KVK Kollam, conducted a session on integrating na-
tive cow breeds into natural farming systems. The train-
ing aimed to equip selected farmers with comprehen-
sive knowledge and practical skills for effective natural

| farming.
(Neeraja C R; Assistant Professor Agronomy; ICAR KVK Kollam)

ICAR-KVK Koppal

Field day on foxtail millet over 40 farmers, emphasized the versatility and nu-

Variety HN-46 tritional value of millets, particularly in challenging
On August 23,2024, ICAR  climatic and soil conditions.

KVK Koppal hosted a field day

in Yardona focused on the cul-

tivation and value addition of

Inauguration of millet processing Unit

On August 28, 2024, ICAR Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Koppal, in collaboration with KSDA Koppal, held an
awareness program on millet processing and value
addition, and inaugurated the Anu millet processing
unit in Yardona. Sri Rudreshappa T JDA Koppal, who
inaugurated the event, discussed the daily benefits
of millets and the importance of processing and mar-
keting channels. Dr. Raghvendra Yaligar, Senior Sci-
; N < <> 8071 entist and Head, introduced the Kisan Smaraddhi
. A\ AP T ORI brand, while Dr. Kavitha Y. Ullikashi, Scientist (Home
el ey S 5 Science), detailed the nutritional benefits and value
N o ronde addition of foxtail, brown top, and little millets. Addi-
SR eovera TG MM ouT sopSne IR ) tionally, Dr.Radha J., Scientist (Seed Science and Tech-
nology), highlighted the advantages of millet culti-
vation, and Sri Siddanagouda, a progressive farmer,
spoke on how millets can help alleviate lifestyle dis-
orders. Smt. Jayalakshmi, an SHG member, shared

traditional millet recipes from northern Karnataka.

the foxtail millet variety HN-
46. The event was inaugurat-
ed by progressive farmer Sri
Siddanangouda Yardona, who
highlighted the significance of
millet cultivation. Dr. Radha J.,
Scientist (Seed Science and
Technology), provided an in-
depth overview of the foxtail
millet variety, its characteris-
tics, and production tech-
niques, while Dr. Kavitha Y. Ul-
likashi, Scientist (Home Sci-
ence), covered millet process-
ing, milling, and value addition.
The program, which benefited

KVK TIMES




Field day on Biofortified Bajra Hybrid VPMH-14

On August 29, 2024, ICAR Krishi Vigyan Kendra Ko-
ppal organized a field day in Gudur village to show-
case the biofortified bajra hybrid VPMH-14. Dr.
Kavitha Y. Ullikashi, Scientist (Home Science), high-
lighted the importance of biofortified cereals in ad-
dressing micronutrient deficiencies, noting that
VVPMH-14 is high yielding with elevated levels of iron
(70 ppm) and zinc (45 ppm). Dr. Jyothi R., Scientist
(Horticulture), discussed the role of biofortified ce-
reals in combating malnutrition, while Dr. Radha J.,
Scientist (Seed Science and Technology), covered
integrated crop management practices for bajra.

Smt. Radha, a progressive farm woman, shared her
experience with cultivating the biofortified bajra
hybrid VPMH-14.

Training programme on Natural farming
Natural farming, a chemical-free and eco-friendly
integrated farming system, utilizes natural resourc-

es to address issues such as food
insecurity, farmer distress, and
health problems linked to pesti-
cide and fertilizer residues. It also
offers solutions to global warm-
ing, climate change, and natural
calamities, while potentially
generating employment and re-
ducing rural youth migration.
ICAR KVK Gangavthi conducted
a series of training sessions in
KVK Kamanur and Yallamegera
villages, focusing on soil rejuve-
nation using natural methods
and the preparation of organic
fertilizers and pesticides. The
training aimed to equip farmers
with practical skills for sustain-
able farming practices.

ICAR-KVK Kottayam

Farmers Day Celebration

Farmers Day was celebrated on August 17t 2024
(Chingam 1, Malayalam Calendar Year). Shri V. N.
Vasavan, Hon’ble Minister for Cooperation and Reg-
istration inaugurated the district level programme
at Krishi Bhavan, Thiruvarp. Subject matter special-
ist, Smt. Chris Joseph, Assistant Professor (Soil Sci-
ence and Agricultural Chemistry) handled a session
on scientific rice cultivation. Farmer training on sci-
entific rice cultivation and pest management was
led by Dr. Jayalekshmi G., Senior Scientist and Head,

and Dr. Asha V. Pillai, Assistant
Professor (Agronomy) at Krishi
Bhavan, Kumarakom. Sri Mons
Joseph, Hon'ble MLA, Kaduthu-
ruthy, inaugurated the function
at Krishi Bhavan,Veliyannoor. Sri
Manuel Alex, Assistant Professor
(Horticulture), handled a session
on scientific cultivation of exotic
fruits.
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NABARD Project on IPDM in Coconut
KVK Kottayam conducted a capacity-building programme under the NABARD spon-
sored project, “Comprehensive Management of Pest
7@ and Diseases of Coconut in Kottayam District” on
/1 27.08.2024. The training covered integrated man-
agement practices for major coconut pests and dis-
| eases, including red palm weevil, rhinoceros beetle,
and bud rot. Bioinputs such as trichoderma cake,
enriched goat manure, and talc formulation of tri-
choderma were distributed to the farmers. The pro-
gram was attended by 95 farmers from Elikkulam
Panchayat. Programme Coordinator, Dr. Jayaleksh-
mi G along with three subject matter specialists and
officials from the agriculture department attended
" the function.

Tree plantation campaign - ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’
KVK Kottayam organized a tree
plantation campaignh named “Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam” on
29.08.2024 at SKM Higher Sec-
ondary School, Kumarakom.
During this event, fruit tree sap-
lings were distributed to the stu-
dents of Nature Club. The stu-
dents actively participated by
planting a variety of fruit trees,
including Amla, West Indian
cherry, and Guava. The program
was coordinated by subject mat-
ter specialists Mr. Manuel Alex and Dr. Jisha A. Prabha.

On-campus and off-campus capacity building programmes on horticulture and
mushroom cultivation

KVK Kottayam conducted both on-campus and off-campus capacity building pro-
grammes focused on “Horticulture and Mushroom Cultivation.” The off-campus train-
ing, held on 29.08.2024, was at-
) tended by 35 students from St. Ber-
chman’s College, Changanassery,
who received hands-on experience
in mushroom cultivation. The on-
campus training on Horticulture
and Mushroom Cultivation was at-
tended by 22 Students of KVM Col-
lege, Cherthala on 30.08.2024.
Subject matter specialists, Dr.
Smitha Revi and Mr. Manuel Alex

' “Everything else can wait,

but not agriculture”
-Jawaharlal Nehru



ICAR-KVK Kozhikode

Farmers training on Natural Farming

Two-day training on natural farming was organised at
ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, ISR, Peruvannamuzhi from
August 22" and 23 . The programme was inaugurat-
ed by Dr. P. Ratha krishnan, Head and Principal Scien-

tist, KVK, and the classes were conducted by Dr. KM.
Prakash, Subject Matter Specialist (Agronomy). The pro-
gramme was attended by forty glistered farmers. The
training included hands-on sessions on the preparation
of Jeevamrutha, Khana Jeevamrutha, Beejaamrutha,
Agni Astra, and Neem Astra, etc. Smt.. Rosy Tomy,
Chembanoda, a renounced natural farming practicing
women farmer shared her experiences and fertigation
process at her 1.5 acre natural farming land.

Celebration of World Honey bee Day in association
with HORTICORP

On World Honey Bee Day, a skill development pro-
gramme on division of honeybee colonies and its man-

agement was conducted at KVK, Peruvannamuzhi. Mr.
Rajeev G.S.. Bee breeder of HORTICORP, handled the
sessions with expert talk on life cycle of honey bees,
management of bee colonies during different seasons,
besides the practical class on division of colonies. The
programme was organized by Dr. KK. Aiswariya, SMS

(Plant protection) and was
attended by 35 farmers
from different parts of the
district.

Capacity development
programmes on Banana
cultivation

During the capacity
development programme on
Banana cultivation held at
KVK, Dr P.S. Manoj, SMS
(Horticulture) covered culti-
vation of banana including
different varieties, fertilizer
application, irrigation and
other intercultural opera-
tions besides cultivation of

tissue Culture Nendran Ba-
nana. The protection as-
pects dealt by Dr K.K.
Aiswarya covered integrat-
ed management aspects of
important diseases of ba-
nana like Sigatoka leaf spot,
Fusarium wilt and pests like
pseudostem weevil, rhizome
weevil, root mealy bugs,
nematodes, etc. The identifi-
cation of pests, symptoms of
disease incidence and its
reasons for severity of inci-
dence were also discussed in
the session. Subsequently a
press release (through Ma-
layalam Manorama and
Mathruboomi dailies) on
seasonal pests of banana
was also carried for large
scale awareness.
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ICAR-KVK Lakshadweep

KVK launches the Coco Fest-2024 in Lakshadweep

KVK-Lakshadweep, in collaboration with ICAR-CMFRI, the Kavaratti Island Coconut Pro-
ducer Cooperative Society (KICPCoS), and the Department of Agriculture, UT Adminis-
tration of Lakshadweep, is organizing the “Coconut Festival” at Kavaratti from Novem-
ber 20-22, 2024. This inaugural event, Coco Fest-2024, aims to celebrate the signifi-
cance of coconuts as a vital resource for Islanders and to promote sustainable liveli-
hoods through a blend of culture, art, and technology. On August 24, 2024, the festi-
val's logo and promotional materials were unveiled at VDP Hall, Kavaratti, with the
event chaired by Shri. Arjun Mohan, IAS, Collector cum District Magistrate of Lakshad-
weep Islands, and attended by other key officials and community members. Dr. P.N.
Ananth, Principal Scientist and Head of KVK-Lakshadweep, outlined the festival's scope
and history, while Shri. Arjun Mohan emphasized the need for technological advance-

ment and community involvement in developing the coconut sector.

ICAR-KVK Malappuram

Traditional rearing of Desi Poultry
under backyard - A natural farming
venture

As part of the SCSP programme 2024-25,
30 SC farmers engaged in backyard poul-
try rearing were imparted capacity devel-
opment on redring desi breeds of poultry
for sustainable development. Sessions
handled by Dr. Ibraheem Kutty, SMS (Ani-
mal Science) included merits and demer-
its of traditional and modern manage-
ment, detailing housing, feeding, adapta-
tion, bird selection, breeding, health care
and breeding. Emphasis was also given on

formulation of balanced feed based on lo-
cally available ingredients, utilizing house-
hold wastes and food processing by prod-
ucts, and minimizing market derived feeds
to make the enterprise more economic.
Brooding behaviour of Desi breeds were
described as an invaluable economic trait,
making them capable of completing the
reproductive process through incubating
and hatching the eggs, brooding and train-
ing the chicks on feeding and safe guard-
ing from enemies and ultimately yielding
their final product, beyond eggs, as fully
grown young birds. Participants were also
sensitized on the need for conserving desi
breeds of poultry, by segregated rearing
avoiding intermixing with improved or
cross bred poultry and the need for sys-
tematic selection for improvement of their
productivity.

Comprehensive Training on Rice
Cultivation & Compost Preparation for
Scheduled Caste Farmers

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) in Malap-
puram on 21t and 22" August 2024 con-



cluded a highly informative and practical two-day
training program focused on rice cultivation and com-
post preparation. The training, held under the Sched-
uled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP) programme, was designed
to equip Scheduled Caste farmers with essential skills
in the topic. The subject matter specialist (SMS) in
Agronomy, led the sessions, providing both theoreti-
cal knowledge and hands-on experience. The program
aimed to enhance the cultivation practices of the par-
ticipating farmers, ensuring they gain the expertise
needed to improve their livelihoods and agricultural
productivity. The training program received positive
feedback from the participants, who appreciated the
comprehensive approach that combined both theo-
retical learning and practical application. Many ex-
pressed their gratitude for the opportunity to enhance
their skills, which they believe will contribute signifi-
cantly to their farming practices and overall income.

Report on Parthenium Awareness Week - Aug 16-
23,2024

During the Parthenium Awareness Week on Aug 16-
23, 2024 at Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Malappuram,
a detailed lecture was conducted by Subject Matter
Specialist (Agronomy). In this session, all critical points
regarding Parthenium management were thorough-
ly covered, including the dangers of Parthenium hys-
terophorus, its impact on health and agriculture, and
the various methods for its control, such as uprooting
before flowering, the use of biological control agents
like Mexican beetles, and the application of herbicides.
Practical demonstrations were provided, and an
awareness campaigh was organized, involving the lo-

cal community. The session
concluded with a campus
clean-up drive, ensuring that
KVK
Malappuram is Parthenium-
free.

“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” Tree
Plantation Programme at
KVK Malappuram

On 29th August 2024, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Malap-
puram participated in the na-
tionwide initiative “Ek Ped Maa

Ke Naam,” dedicated to ho-
nouring motherhood through
the symbolic act of tree plant-
ing. The Programme Coordi-
nator of KVK Malappuram led
the event by planting a tree on
the KVK premises, marking the
centre’'s commitment to envi-
ronmental conservation and
sustainability. The event wit-
nessed the enthusiastic partic-
ipation of the entire KVK staff,
who came together to support
this noble cause. This initiative
aligns with KVK Malappuram’s
ongoing efforts to promote
sustainable agricultural prac-
tices and environmental stew-
ardship within the communi-
ty. The event concluded with
a collective pledge to contin-
ue contributing to the preser-
vation of nature.

Compiled by: Dr. Lilia Baby,
Assistant Professor
(Community Science)
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ICAR-KVK Mandya

Plant 4mother campaign on 29.08.2024 at KVK, Mandya (Tree plantation
programme)

In response to the Government of India’s initiative to address climate change through
ecosystem sustainability, the “Plant 4 Mother” campaign was launched on June 6, 2024,
with a goal of planting 80 crore trees nationwide by the end of September 2024. As
part of this campaign, ICAR-KVK Mandya organized a tree planting program at the
KVK V.C. Farm, where 1,038 forest species, including Mahagani, Teak, Hebbevu, Jack-
fruit, and Jamun, were planted by the Senior Scientist and Head along with KVK scien-
tists. The Senior Scientist and Head highlighted the role of tree planting in mitigating
global climate change and enhancing carbon sequestration, while the Scientist (Agri-
cultural Extension) discussed the importance of trees for ecological stability, and the
Scientist (Horticulture) explained the economic benefits of forest species in social for-
estry. The program benefited 42 local farmers
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ICAR-KVK Mysuru

"ICAR

Celebration of Independence Day
ICAR JSS Krishi Vigyan Kendra Sut-
tur organized national flag hosting
program in the eve of Indepen-
dence Day on 15 th August 2024
at JSS KVK campus suttur. KVK

= _

JSS Suttur Senior Scientist
and Head, Dr. BN Gnanesh briefed
about currentissues in agriculture
at national and local. All staff par-
ticipated in national flag hosting
program.

Celebration of parthenium eradication
awareness week

In the event of parthenium eradication week 16-
22 August 2024, parthenium uprooting at KVK
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campus and awareness about parthenium eradi-
cation and management at public places to school
children’s

Certified Course on “Integrated Nutrient
Management” to extension functionaries
ICAR JSS Krishi Vigyan Kendra Suttur Mysore has
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organized “Certified Course on Integrated Nutrient
Management” in collaboration with MANAGE Hyder-
abad and SAMETI University of Agricultural Sciences
Bangalore from 16t August 2024 to 31t August 2024
for 15 days training to CEO/ Secretary of Primary Ag-
riculture Cooperative Societies of Chamarajnagar and
Muysuru district. The program was inaugurated on 16%
August 2024. Closing ceremony of CCINM program
was organized on 315t August 2024 at KVK training hall
Suttur. 2" Batch training of CCINM completed and dis-
tributed certificates to trainees who are passed in writ-
ten test and oral interview.

Method demonstration and capacity building
program on paddy

ICAR JSS KVK SMS (Agronomy) participated in seed
treatment awareness program organized by Depart-
ment of Agriculture Nanjangud at Rampur village Hu-
lyalu Hobli Nanjangud taluk. KVK SMS (Agronomy) Shri.
Shamaraj briefed about different methods of paddy
cultivation, Alternate wetting and drying methods in
paddy, balanced fertilizer application in paddy, effec-
tive integrated weed management and conducted

method demonstration of paddy seed treatment at
awareness program.

Field day program on Sunflower Hybrid KBSH-78

ICAR JSS KVK SMS (Agronomy) participated in field day
program on Sunflower Hybrid KBSH-78 organized by
Department of Agriculture Nanjangud under NMOO
Scheme at Dasanur village Kavalande hobli Nanjan-

gud, Nearly 45 farmers partic-
ipated in the field program.
KVK SMS (Agronomy) ex-
plained about improved
method of sunflower cultiva-
tion, crop nutrition manage-
ment, and pest and disease
management in sunflower.

Capacity buiding program
on medicinal and aromatic
plants cultivation and its
value addition

On August 20, 2024, ICAR JSS
KVK Suttur Mysuru, in collab-
oration with CSIR-CIMAP Ben-
galuru, organized a capacity-
building program on the cul-

tivation, improved varieties,
processing, and value addition
of medicinal and aromatic
plants at the ICAR JSS KVK
Suttur training hall. Dr. Dinesh
A.Nagegowda, Chief Scientist
and Head at CSIR-CIMAP Ben-
galuru, discussed the accom-
plishments and future goals of
Aroma Mission | & II, as well
as the upcoming Aroma Mis-
sion lll. Senior Scientist Dr.
Chennayyya Hiremath pro-
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vided detailed insights into various aromatic plants, their varieties, and cultivation prac-
tices, while Technical Officer Mr. Bhaskaran focused on processing and value addition.
Dr. B.N. Gnanesh, Senior Scientist and Head at ICAR JSS Suttur, elaborated on second-
ary agriculture. The program was attended by nearly 50 farmers.

Method demonstration of No 2 Wilt in Nanjangudu Rasabale

ICAR JSS KVK Sutturu Mysuru, Department of Horticul-
\ ture Mysuru and College of Horticulture Mysuru orga-
=| nized method demonstration of use of No 2 wilt prod-
1 uct against the management of Fusarium wilt
on Nanjangudu Rasabale. Dr Thangavelu Principal sci-
entist from NRCB Tirchy demonstrated the technology
| inthe field at Muddahalli, Nanjangudu Taluk. More than
1 35 farmers participated and benefited from the pro-
gramme.

Mysuru, Karnataka, India R
Unnamed Road, Karnataka 571118, India quamty develOPment program on paddg nursery

Lat 12.047307° management and machine transplanting
;‘;’;g;/gfi?f:?;’w o ICAR JSS KVK Suttur Organized FLD training on “i
' ' proved Method of Paddy Cultivation & Integrated Crop
management in paddy vquety
Sahyadri Kempu Mukthi” at
Magudilu Village H D Kote taluk,
KVK Senior Scientist and Head &
SMS (Agronomy) briefed about
Critical management practices in
paddy cultivation and visited pad-
dy tray nursery for machine trans-
planting and conducted method
demonstration of paddy machine
transplanting in farmers field.

ICAR-KVK Palakkad

Planting of Tree Saplings on Independence Day at Sreekrishnapuram VT
Bhattathirippad College

As part of 78% Independence Day celebrations as well as the 50000+ tree planting
campaign initiated in accordance with Suvarna Samriddhi 2024 celebra-
tions of ICAR-ATARI, tree saplings were planted at Sreekrishnapuram VT
Bhattathirippad (VTB) College. The saplings were provided by KVK,
Palakkad, with the intention of enriching the food forest initiative that is
currently underway at the college. Dr. Saritha Nambudiri (Principal, VTB
College), Mrs. Mini K. (Nature Club Coordinator, Assistant Professor, Dept.
of Malayalam, VTB College) Mr. Arun Thazhath (Subject Matter Specml—
ist, Agronomy, KVK, & ' 3 -
Palakkad), and Mr.
Reji Joseph (Co-
Founder & Presi-
dent, Jaivorg) spoke
at the occasion. Stu-
dents of VTB Col-
lege participated in
the tree planting
program.

KVK TIMES




ICAR-KVK Pathanamthitta

Tree Planting Campaign ( 3" Phase)

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) marked the 3™
phase of its tree planting campaign on Indepen-
dence Day with enthusiasm and a commitment to
environmental conservation. As part of a broader

initiative to promote sustainable agriculture and
enhance green cover, the event saw the planting
of 400 plants, including fruit trees, arecanut, and
timber, by KVK staff and local farmers. This cam-
paign not only aims to combat climate change and
foster sustainable agricultural practices but also
engages the community in environmental steward-
ship. By linking the tree planting to Independence
Day, the event symbolized both national progress
and the growth of a greener, healthier future for
the country.

Capacity building training on strengthening of
FPOs

From August 19 to 23,2024, a comprehen-
sive five-day capacity-building program was con-
ducted for the shareholders of Erathu FPO. This ini-
tiative aimed to enhance their skills and knowledge
to support the FPO’s growth and success, covering
key areas such as organizational structure, gover-
nance, and financial mobilization. The training in-
cluded specialized sessions on business plan prep-
aration, marketing strategies, and packaging,
alongside hands-on skill development in coconut
and pepper nursery management, modern apicul-
ture practices, and agro-processing. The sharehold-
ers found the program highly beneficial, with the

acquired skills expected to signif-
icantly contribute to the FPO’s
future prosperity.

Awareness Campaign

An awareness campaign about
the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan
(SCSP) 2024-25 was successfully
conducted for the SC members of
Eraviperoor Panchayat on August
22, 2024. The event, which saw
enthusiastic participation from
community members across
Thekkekallimala, Botthakuzhi,
and Ambedhkar Nagars, was in-
augurated by Sri Giji Mathew,
District Panchayat member, who
stressed the importance of lever-
aging government schemes for
community development. Sri
Sashidaran Pillai K.B, President of
Eraviperoor Panchayat, presided

over the event, emphasizing local
governance's role in ensuring
benefits reach the intended ben-
eficiaries. Dr. C.P. Robert, Senior
Scientist and Head at ICAR-KVK
Pathanamthitta, delivered a key-
note address on the SCSP
scheme’s role in empowering SC
farmers and entrepreneurs
through resources, training, and
opportunities. Dr. Shana Harshan,
SMS (Home Science) and nodal
officer for the project, provided
detailed information on the
scheme’s objectives and benefits.
The event concluded with an in-
teractive session addressing par-
ticipants’ queries and discussing
effective implementation strate-
gies, benefiting a total of 49 at-
tendees.
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ICAR-KVK Raichur

Training on “Integrated Crop
Management in Pulses under NFSM”
The National Food Security Mission (NFSM)
by the Government of India aims to boost
food production through area expansion,
productivity enhancement, and employ-
ment creation, ensuring food and nutri-
tional security by providing quality food at
affordable prices. The mission targets low
productivity and high potential areas, fo-
cusing on rain-fed regions and utilizing
strategies like agro-climatic zone plan-
ning, cluster approaches, and pulse pro-
duction in rice fallows. The NFSM also
emphasizes improved technologies such
as Integrated Nutrient Management
(INM), Integrated Pest Management (IPM),
and resource conservation, alongside ca-
pacity building for farmers and extension
functionaries.

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Raichur,
under the NFSM, conducted a training and
input provision program at Heerundi vil-
lage, Devadurga taluk, Raichur district. The

program focused on improved redgram
varieties TS-3R and GRG-811. Beneficiary
farmers received seeds along with a pack-
age of bio-agents and bio-fertilizers, in-
cluding Trichoderma and Rhizobium, as
well as eco-friendly inputs like pheromone
traps and need-based insecticides and
micronutrients. Dr. Shreevani G. N., Scien-
tist (Entomology), explained the benefits
of seed treatment, such as protection
against pathogens and insects, enhanced
germination, and uniform crop growth.
She also covered integrated pest manage-
ment for the redgram ecosystem. Dr.
Krishna Biradar, Entomologist at AEEC,
Devadurga, addressed integrated disease
management for redgram, while Dr. Dev-
endra Beeraladinni, Extension Leader at
AEEC, discussed market linkages and eco-
nomic benefits of cotton cultivation. The
program included a hands-on seed treat-
ment demonstration, engaging farmers
directly in the process.

ICAR-KVK Ramanagara

Breastfeeding Week-2024
ICAR-KVK Ramanagara, in collaboration with the
Department of Women and Child Welfare, Ma-
gadi, celebrated Breastfeeding Week 2024 with
the theme “Closing the Gap: Breastfeeding Sup-
port for All” at Basavanapalya and Kodihalli vil-
lages. Dr. Lata R. Kulkarni, Senior Scientist &
Head, highlighted the historical significance of
breastfeeding, its decline with modernity, and
the essential role of mother’s milk for a child’s
health. She emphasized that breastfeeding with-
in the first hour of birth and continuing for up to
six months is crucial for optimal growth and
health. Dr. Kulkarni also praised colostrum as a
life-saving substance and urged Anganwadi
workers to spread awareness about government
schemes to improve child health.

Dr. Lata R. Kulkarni and Dr. Sowjanya, S. _ g%y
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ICAR-KVK Shivamogga

Nursery Techniques in Horticulture crops- Three
days training under ARYA project

ICAR Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Shivamogga, organized
a three-day skill-oriented capacity development
program on “Nursery Techniques in Horticulture

Crops” from August 12 to 14, 2024, under the At-
tracting and Retaining Youth in Agriculture (ARYA)
project. The program was inaugurated by Dr. K. T.
Gurumurthy, Director of Extension at Keladi
Shivappa Nayaka University of Agricultural and
Horticultural Sciences, who encouraged partici-
pants to consider starting a nursery business to
generate regular income through the production
of seedlings and improved varieties. Dr. G. K. Gir-
ijjesh, Senior Scientist and Head at ICAR-KVK Shi-
vamogga, along with ARYA project nodal officer
Dr. Girish R., and training organizer Dr. Bharath-
kumar M. V., provided valuable insights during the
event. The program included lectures on nursery
tools, propagation methods, and nursery manage-
ment, and featured hands-on training by Mr.
Shashikumar of Sri Durgamba Nursery on nurs-
ery layout and techniques such as cutting, layer-
ing, budding, and grafting. A total of 22 youths
participated in the training.

Tree Planting Programme

On Independence Day, KVK Shiva-
mogga organized the third phase
of its 50,000+ tree planting cam-
paign at Abbalagere and Sut-
tukote villages in Shivamogga ta-
luk. Dr. G. K. Girijesh, Senior Scien-
tist and Head, KVK Shivamogga,
emphasized the importance of in-
tegrating trees into farmlands and
community lands, discussing the
benefits of agroforestry including
green leaf manure, nitrogen fixa-
tion, and various resources like
fruits, fodder, and timber. He also
highlighted the environmental im-
pacts of biodiversity in combating
global warming and maintaining
ecological balance through natu-
ral cycles. A total of 485 tree sap-
lings, including Pongamia, Jack-
fruit, Mahagoni, Bamboo, Silver
Oak, and Red Sander, were plant-
ed, with over 100 plants distribut-
ed to local farmers. The event was
attended by KVK scientists Dr.
Rudragowda (Agronomist), Dr.
Manjunatha Kudari (Agricultural
Extension), and Dr. Bharathkumar
M.V. (Horticulturist).

“NATURAL FARMING”- Capacity
Development programme for
Krishi Sakhi”

ICAR-KVK Shivamogga, with spon-
sorship from MANAGE, Hydera-
bad, organized a “Natural Farm-
ing” training program for Krishi
Sakhi's in three batches: Batch 1
from August 5-9, 2024; Batch 2
from August 10-14, 2024; and
Batch 3 from August 19-23, 2024.
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Dr. Sudharani N., Scientist
(Home Science), led the pro-
gram, which covered princi-
ples, benefits, and practical as-
pects of natural farming. The
training included hands-on ex-
ercises on soil health, pest and
disease management, prepa-
ration of natural farming in-
puts like Jeevamrita and Nee-
mastra, seed conservation, and
multi-cropping models. Shri
Erappa Naik, a renowned nat-
ural farming practitioner, also
shared insights on the role of
animal components in natural
farming and value addition ac-

tivities for sustainable living.

Virtual trainings
Dr.Bharathkumar, M. V., Scien-
tist (Horticulture) in association
with KSDA, ICAR KVK, Shiva-
mogga organized online train-
ings on (1) Integrated crop
managementin Banana (2) In-
tegrated crop management in
ginger on 05-08-2024 (3) On
21-08-2024 Training on “Cul-
tivation practices of Arecanut
and Coconut”. From above
three trainings about 139
farmers attended the training
programme through virtual
mode. Dr. Girish, R., Scientist
(Plant Protection) “Pest and
disease management in
maize” was organized through
virtual mode on 13-08-2024
for farmers in association with
DATC, Shivamogga and bene-
fitted by 42 farmers.

‘Plant 4 mother campaign’

On August 21, 2024, ICAR-KVK Shivamogga organized
an awareness-cum-plantation campaign as part of
the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” initiative launched by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare on World
Environment Day 2024. The event, aimed at highlight-
ing the role of trees in combating climate change, fea-
tured a tree planting ceremony led by Dr. B. C. Hanu-
manthswamy, Associate Director of Extension, KSNU-
AHS, Shivamogga. The campaign saw active partici-
pation from Dr. N. Sudharani, Scientist (Home Science),
Dr. Girish R., Scientist (Plant Protection), Dr. Manju-
natha B. Kudari, Scientist (Agricultural Extension),
along with technical and supporting staff and partic-
ipants of the Natural Farming Krishi Sakhi program.

Celebration of Parthenium Awareness Week

From August 16 to 22, 2024, KVK Shivamogga ob-
served Parthenium Awareness Week. On August 22,
amass Parthenium weed removal program was con-
ducted where Dr. Girish R,, Scientist (Plant Protection),
highlighted the severe health risks and environmen-
tal damage caused by Parthenium, including derma-
titis, asthma, and the degradation of productivity and

biodiversity. He discussed various control methods,
including biological control using the Mexican beetle
and the use of Cassia tora for suppression. The event
saw active participation from Dr. B. C. Hanuman-
thaswamy, ADE, KSNUAHS, Shivamogga, Dr. N.
Sudharani, Scientist (Home Science), Dr. Manjunatha
B. Kudari, Scientist (Agricultural Extension), along with
technical staff and participants from the Natural
Farming Krishi Sakhi program, benefiting a total of 45

individuals. Yy




ICAR-KVK Thrissur

Wrap-Up Session for Kisan Samriddhi
Online Marketing System

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Thrissur
hosted the wrap-up session of the com-
mittee constituted for the operationaliza-
tion of the Kisan Samriddhi Online Market-
ing System from 28-29 August 2024. This
event was jointly organized by ICAR-ATARI
Bengaluru and the Directorate of Exten-
sion, Kerala Agricultural University.

Dr. Mary Regina, Programme Coordinator
at KVK Thrissur, welcomed attendees to

the wrap-up session of the Kisan Samrid-
dhi Online Marketing System from August
28-29, 2024. The event was inaugurated
by Dr. V. Venkatasubramanian, Director of
ATARI Zone Xl Bengaluru, who highlight-
ed the system’s potential to boost the glo-
bal visibility of agricultural products. Dr.
Jacob John, Director of Extension at Kera-

la Agricultural University, discussed the
system'’s role in facilitating product sales

by KVKs and agripreneurs. The session fea-
tured insights from Dr. S. Prabhukumar on
online marketing and administrative
guidelines, Dr. M. R. Dinesh on marketing
strategies, and Dr. C. P. Robert on website
infrastructure, with contributions from KVK
coordinators, agripreneurs, and FPO rep-
resentatives. Dr. Venkatasubramanian
concluded the session by summarizing the
discussions and outlining future directions
for the system.

A tree planting campaign as part of the
Plant4Mother Global Campaign launched
by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India was
also conducted in KVK Thrissur on 29/08/
2024. Delegates who attended the wrap
up meeting planted trees in honour of their

11 mothers.
P | ¥ Training Program on Fruit and
¢ .
] Vegetable Processing

A five-day training program on “Fruit and
Vegetable Processing” was held at the

Common Facility Centre of KVK Thrissur
from August 12, 2024. The training fo-
cused on processing technologies for fruits
and vegetables, with a special emphasis
on dry fruit production. In addition to prac-
tical sessions on processing, the program
covered the formulation of Detailed
Project Reports, FSSAI licensing proce-
dures, and the layout of food processing
units. The goal was to equip participants
with the knowledge and skills needed to
establish and manage food processing
units effectively.
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ICAR-KVK Thiruvananthapuram

KVK Initiatives Towards
Promoting Safe-to-Eat
Vegetable Cultivation in
Homesteads

ICAR - KVK Mitraniketan has
been at the forefront of promot-
ing safe-to-eat vegetable culti-
vation in homesteads through a
series of impactful initiatives.
On August 23, 2024, KVK con-
ducted a training session on or-
ganic vegetable cultivation for
20 farmers from Vellanad Pan-
chayath. The training aimed to
equip participants with essential

knowledge and techniques for
vegetables cultivation in home-
steads. To support this initiative,
vegetable seedlings were provid-
ed in earthen pots with the fund-
ing support of Vellanad Grama
Panchayath scheme. This provi-
sion ensures that participants
have the necessary resources to
start their organic gardens suc-
cessfully.

In connection with the Karshaka-
dinam Celebrations, a seminar
on urban agriculture was held at
Mitraniketan City Centre, West
Fort, on August 17, 2024. The
seminar had the participation of
75 farmers. Participants were
provided with vegetable seeds,
bio inputs, and extension litera-
ture, to support their agricultur-
al activities

KVK organized a training on or-
ganic vegetable cultivation in
school gardens for the NSS vol-

unteers of P.R. Williams Higher Secondary School,
Kattakada on 24™ August 2024.. The program in-
cluded a video presentation and a visit to demon-
stration units with the objective of instilling organic
farming principles and promoting sustainable prac-
tices among students.

On 28™ August 2024, KVK hosted a seminar on the
latest trends in urban agriculture for the Pachappu
group of homestead vegetable growers at Gandhi
Smaraka Nidhi, Thycad. This seminar had the par-
ticipation of around 150 farmers, reflecting a strong
interest in modern agricultural techniques.

These initiatives highlight KVK's commitment to en-
hancing the safety and sustainability of vegetable
production in homesteads. By offering training, re-
sources, and support to both farmers and students,
KVK is playing a pivotal role in fostering a culture of
organic farming and sustainable agricultural prac-
tices in the Thiruvananthapuram district.

Training on Mushroom Cultivation Sponsored by

District Kudumbasree Mission

In August 2024, the Jilla Kudumbasree Mission
Thiruvananthapuram sponsored a comprehensive

training program on mushroom cultivation at KVK
Trivandrum. The program, attended by 72 women
in three batches, included both theoretical sessions
and practical demonstrations on preparing mush-
room beds, supplemented by video shows. The train-
ing also covered the use of mushroom spent waste
for vegetable cultivation and vermicompost produc-
tion. This initiative aimed to equip participants with
essential mushroom cultivation skills while promot-
ing sustainable agricultural practices through the
effective use of by-products.

Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ 2024

The “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” 2024 campaign, dedi-
cated to environmental conservation, was observed
by ICAR-KVK Mitraniketan on August 29, 2024. Dr.
Binu John Sam, Senior Scientist and Head of KVK,



inaugurated the event, during which Rose
apple saplings (Syzygium jambos) were
planted on the KVK campus. The cam-
paign, which saw participation from 42
farmers, encourages planting trees as a
tribute to maternal figures while support-
ing reforestation and raising awareness
about the crucial role of trees in sustain-
ing ecosystems. This initiative effectively
merges personal homage with environ-
mental stewardship, fostering both indi-
vidual and planetary well-being.

Companymukku, Mitraniketan P.O. 695543, Aryanad -Vellanad Rd, Vellanad, Kerala 695543, India
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ICAR-KVK Tumakuru-I

Sanjeevini KSRLPS Krushi Shaki training
programme

ICAR-KVK Tiptur, Tumkur-1 conducted the
Sanjeevini KSRLPS Krushi Shaki training
program from August 26 to August 31,
2024, for 30 Krushi Shakis across two
batches. The program, inaugurated by Dr.

Govinda Gowda, Senior Scientist and Head
of ICAR-KVK Tiptur, emphasized the scope
and importance of natural farming. Dr.
Shivappa Nayak covered livestock produc-
tion, Dr. Keerthishankar, K., discussed var-
ious farming systems and seed treatment,
and Dr. Tasmiya Kousar explained soil
types, soil and water analysis, and soil
health cards. Additionally, Mr. Manoj ad-
dressed biological pest and disease con-
trol methods, while Mr. Drashan, M.E., de-
tailed teaching methods, certification pro-
cesses, and the role of KVKs.

Initiated OFT on “Assessment of
technology for high yield and bacterial
wilt resistance in Brinjal”

ICAR-KVK Tiptur-1 launched an On-Farm
Trial (OFT) on “Assessment of Technology
for High Yield and Bacterial Wilt Resistance
in Brinjal” at Patrehalli village, Tiptur Ta-
luk, Tumkur District. Dr. Keerthishankar,
Scientist (Horticulture), discussed integrat-
ed crop management for brinjal, the vari-
etal characteristics of Arka Anand, and the

the event, local variety seedlings, Arka
Anand seedlings, and grafted brinjal seed-
lings were distributed to selected benefi-
ciary farmers. Dr. Sindhu P.B., Scientist
(Home Science), also participated in the
OFT.

Initiated FLD on Demonstration of Little
Millet variety “GPUL-6

ICAR-KVK Tiptur-Tumkur-1 conducted a
Front Line Demonstration (FLD) on the Lit-
tle Millet variety “GPUL-6" and its market-
ing at Patrehalli village, Tiptur Taluk. Dr.
Sindhu P.B., Scientist (Home Science), cov-
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ered seed treatment, Integrated
Crop Management (ICM), brand-
ing, marketing strategies, and val-
ue addition of little millet. Approx-
imately 20 farmers and farmer
women participated in the pro-
gram, and GPUL-6 seeds were
distributed to selected beneficia-
ries. Dr. Keerthishankar, Scientist
(Horticulture), was also present at
the FLD event.

Animal health camp

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Tumkur-1, led by Dr. Shivappa
Nayak H. B., conducted an animal

health camp in collaboration with
the Department of Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary Services at
Nellikere village, Tiptur Taluk. The
camp saw the participation of
around 60 farmers with 125 ani-
mals, all of which were dewormed
and treated for various infections.
Additionally, Dr. Nayak organized
an awareness program on rabies
and the importance of deworm-

ing for animals at the same location.

Parthenium eradication awareness week (Aug
16 to 22)

ICAR-KVK, Tiptur, Tumkur-l organized the 19th
Parthenium Eradication Awareness Week from
August 16 to 22 at the Animal Husbandry Poly-
technic College. Dr. Tasmiya Kousar, Scientist
(Agronomy) at KVK Tiptur, explained the harmful
effects of Parthenium and its control measures to
students. The campus was actively involved in pull-
ing out Parthenium weeds, with participation from
both staff members and students. Dr. Shivappa
Nayak, Scientist (Animal Science) at KVK Tiptur, also
attended the program.
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ICAR-KVK Tumakuru-Il

PM-KUSUM (Component-A)
Awareness Workshop for
Farmers

An awareness workshop on PM-
KUSUM (Component-A) was held
on September 27, 2024, to edu-
cate farmers about the benefits
and applications of solar energy
in agriculture. The event was in-
augurated by Shri Veerabhadra
Reddy and attended by notable
guests including Shri Gowtham,
K.N. Jagadish, SMS Agril. Exten-
sion, and Shri Mahesh, President
of Bellavi Farmer Producer Com-




pany Limited, Tumakuru. K.N. Jagadish
provided insights into PM-KUSUM and
shared his experiences with solar energy
for power generation. The workshop in-
cluded a technical session led by ShriVeer-
abhadra Reddy, who covered PM-
KUSUM'’s components and presented ed-
ucational videos to illustrate the scheme’s
benefits and financial assistance. A total
of 40 farmers participated, gaining valu-
able knowledge on implementing solar
energy solutions for sustainable farming.
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ICAR-KVK Udupi

Training and awareness program on
energy efficient pumps

On August 22, 2024, ICAR-KVK Udupi, in
collaboration with Vyavasaya Sahakari
Sangha and Grama Panchayath Amase-
bailu, organized a training and awareness
program in Amasebailu village, Kundapu-
ra Taluk. The session was inaugurated by
Shri Kiran Kumar Kodgi, Hon’ble MLA of
Kundapura, who discussed the future po-
tential of solar and wind energy for agri-
culture and domestic use. Chief guest Shri
Kishore Kumar Kodgi, President of Camp-
co, emphasized the importance of reduc-
ing dependence on fossil fuels. The pro-
gram featured insights on improved prac-
tices in pepper and arecanut by Dr. Chai-
thanya, and renewable energy sources in
agriculture by Dr. Shankar. The event in-
cluded a farmer-scientist discussion and
concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Sadananda Acharya.

Certificate Course on Drone Technology
Keladi Shivappa Nayaka University of Ag-
ricultural and Horticultural Sciences, Shi-
vamogga, in collaboration with ICAR-
ATARI Zone XI, Bengaluru, and ICAR-Krishi
Vigyana Kendra, Brahmavar, Udupi, orga-
nized a certificate course on “Empowering
Youth Entrepreneurs in Agriculture and
Horticulture through DGCA-Authorized
Remote Pilot Certificate (RPC) for Drone
Technology.” The program, led by Dr.
Naveen N. E., Scientist (Agronomy) at
ICAR-KVK Brahmavara, commenced with
an inauguration by Hon’ble Vice Chancel-
lor Dr.R. C.Jagadeesha on August 6, 2024.
The theoretical training continued until
August 10, 2024, with practical sessions
in drone operation, simulation, and flight
conducted at Clearskies Learning and Re-
search Pvt. Ltd., Bengaluru. The course suc-
cessfully trained 24 participants in six
batches.
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ICAR-KVK Uttara Kannada

Training Programme on “Natural Farming” to Krishi Sakhis
ICAR-KVK, Uttara Kannada, Sirsi, in collaboration with MANAGE Hyderabad and San-
jeevini-Karnataka State Rural Livelihood Mission, conducted a five-day residential train-

ing program on “Natural Farming” from August
13to 17,2024.The program was inaugurated
by Dr. S.S. Angadi, Director of Extension, UAS
Dharwad, and Dr. R. Vasudeva, Dean, College
of Forestry, Sirsi. Over the course of the pro-

¥l gram, Krishi Sakhis learned about natural

farming preparations such as Beejamrut, Jee-

i vamrut, Neemastra, and Vermiwash through

practical demonstrations by KVK Sirsi scien-
tists. Notably, Mr. Ishanna Nirnalli, a progres-

B —48 sive organic farmer, shared his 40-year expe-

rience in Arecanut and spice farming. Dr. Roopa
Patil, Senior Scientist and Head, conducted

) group discussions on extension methods, while

Dr. Yashaswini Sharma and Dr. Amit Pujar fa-

cilitated the training. A total of 32 Krishi Sakhis from various taluks of Uttara Kannada
participated and benefited from the program.

ICAR-KVK Vijayapura-I

Three days skill training on “Scientific rearing of sheep and goats”

ICAR-KVK Vijayapura-1 conducted a three-day train-
ing on “Scientific Rearing of Sheep and Goats” from
August 22 to 24, 2024. Inaugurated by Smt. Parvati
Kurle, Board Member of the University of Agricultural
Sciences, and presided over by Dr. R.B. Belli, the train-
ing covered various aspects of sheep and goat farm-
ing. Dr. Vijaylaxmi I. Mundinamani highlighted the sig-
nificance of these animals for sustainable livelihoods,
while Dr. Prasad M. G. focused on housing and breed-
ing management. The program included a practical
visit to a goat unit in Khatizapur and sessions on feed-
ing practices and government schemes by Dr. Chikk-

agoudara Kotresh Prasad. Dr. I.S. Chimmanagi discussed available schemes and loans,
and the event concluded with a certificate distribution to 36 participating farmers.

Field day on Sunflower

A field day on CFLD (Cluster Front-
line Demonstration) sunflower was
held at Araliddini village in Nidagun-
di Taluk, Vijayapura district. The
event showcased the new hybrid
RFSH-700, which matures in 90
days, offers high oil content, and is
tolerant to powdery mildew. A total
of 50 demonstrations across 20
hectares were conducted, with
farmers noting no occurrence of
powdery mildew. Approximately 54
farmers attended the event, along-

side officers from the Department of Agriculture. .SV



ICAR-KVK Vijayapura-Il

Field day on ICM in Sunflower variety RSFH-1887 under CFLD oilseed programme
ICAR-KVK, Indi (Vijayapura-Il) organized a field day on integrated crop management
for sunflower variety RSFH-1887 at Shri. Mallappa

Konappa Gudla’s farm in Indi Taluk. The event high-
lighted RSFH-1887, developed by the University of
Agricultural Sciences, Raichur, known for its high yield
and suitability for both kharif and rabi seasons, with
a maturation period of 90-100 days and an average
yield of 12-18 quintals per hectare. Dr. Prakasha G,
Scientist (Agronomy), explained the variety’s benefits,
including its performance in black soil and resistance
to pests and diseases, while Shri. Mallappa reported
ayield expectation of 14-18 quintals per hectare with
minimal issues. The field day, attended by Dr. Prem
Chand, Dr. Balaji Naik, and Dr. Prasad, was witnessed
by around 25 farmers.

Off campus training programme on ICM in Redgram
- ; SR & 50 Erammm |CAR-KVK, Vijayapura-ll (Indi) con-
e : ducted an off-campus training
program on integrated crop man-
agement for redgram at Kanana-
la Village, Chadchan Taluk, in col-
laboration with the Department of
Agriculture and ATMA. Dr.
Prakasha G., Scientist (Agronomuyj),
highlighted best practices for
redgram cultivation, including op-
timal sowing, balanced nutrient
and water management, and pest
control measures to boost yields.
Dr. Premchand, Scientist (Plant Pathology), addressed wilt management using Car-
bendazim + Mancozeb and Trichoderma. The training was attended by around 45 farm-
ers, with contributions from ATMA officials, aiming to improve redgram cultivation and
yield in the region.
Contributors: Dr. Prakasha G., Scientist (Agronomy) Dr. Shivashenkaramurthy, M., Senior
Scientist and Head and Dr. Prem Chand U, Scientist (Plant Pathology)

ICAR-KVK Wayanad

NICRA field visit and VCRMC meeting

As part of the NICRA project, officials from KVK
Wayanad conducted field visit to Kolavally to as-
sess the parameters in sunflower cultivation. Fol-
lowing this, VCRMC meeting was conducted at
Mullankolly Krishibhavan. The meeting was led by
Dr. Arularasan GS, SMS (Agricultural Extension),
Ms. Athira KV, SMS (Agronomy) and Ms. Sumi P,
SRF along with officials from various departments.
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Training for A-HELP (Accredited
Agent for Health and Extension
of Livestock Production)
Trainees of Animal Husbandry
Department

KVK Wayanad hosted a one-day
training program for A-HELP
trainees about the various activi-
ties at KVK. Dr. Deepa Surendran,
Programme coordinator, KVK
Wayanad handled the session,
providing a detailed overview of
the KVK activities in supporting
agricultural and allied sectors. 33
persons attended the training
conducted at KVK training hall.

Training on Orientation about
KVK and Introduction to
Organic Farming.

KVK Wayanad organized a train-
ing session on organic farming for
10 farmers from Agrotech Krish-
ikoottam, Kenichira. Dr. Aru-
larasan GS, SMS (Agricultural Ex-
tension) led the training, high-
lighting the positive impact of or-
ganic agriculture on environment,
health and sustainability.

Visit to NICRA farmer’s field

As part of the NICRA project, offi-
cials from the Departments of Soil
survey, Soil conservation and Ms.
Sumi, SRF (NICRA), KVK, conduct-
ed field inspection in 10 farmers’
fields to evaluate current condi-
tions and recommended effective
practices for soil conservation and
enhancing groundwater re-
charge.

State plan project - field visit at
Nellarachal

As part of the network project on
“ Development of Agroecological

unit based Package of Practices recommendation
for major crops of Kerala”, Ms. Athira KV, SMS
(Agronomy) and Ms. Sumi P, SRF (NICRA), visited
farmer’s field at Nellarachal to assess the growth

o - e S

and performance of varieties of Elephant foot yam
(Gajendra and Sree Padma) and Tapioca (Sree Rek-
sha) and provided fertilizer recommendation for
the crops.

Independence Day celebration at KVK Wayanad
KVK Wayanad celebrated Independence Day on
15th August 2024. The event was marked by a
flag-hoisting ceremony, where Dr. Deepa Suren-
dran, Programme Coordinator, hoisted the nation-
alflag and delivered an inspiring speech on the sig-
nificance of Independence Day. Followed by this, a
tree planting event was conducted as part of ICAR
tree planting programme 2024-25, attended by
KVK staff members.




Parthenium Awareness Programme

KVK Wayanad conducted Parthenium awareness
programme about the noxious weed Parthenium
hysterophorus and its management on 21st August
2024. Parthenium is a serious threat to biodiversity
and affects human and livestock health. Dr. Deepa

Surendran, Programme coordinator, Dr. Arularasan
G.S., SMS (Agricultural Extension), and Mrs. Ashitha
M.R, SMS (Horticulture) led the event attended by 25
KVK staff members.

Distribution of inputs as part of FLD on Integrated
management of yellowing in coconut

As part of the FLD on “Integrated management of
yellowing in coconut”, KVK Wayanad distributed in-
puts such as Lime, Urea, Rajphos, MOP, Magnesium
Sulphate, Borax and Zinc sulphate to 10 farmers at

Erlottukunnu. Ms. Athira KV,
SMS (Agronomy) explained its
mode of application to the
farmers.

“Ek Ped Maa ke Naam”
Campaign

As part of the Global campaign
“ Ek Ped Maa ke Naam”, the
staff of KVK Wayanad orga-
nized a tree plantation pro-
gramme on 29th August 2024
at KVK premises and also sup-
plied tree saplings of Guava (90
no.), Elenji (47 no.), Pongamia
(24 no.) and Largestromia (12
no.) to Govt. Higher Secondary
School, Vaduvanchal.

ICAR-KVK Yadgir

Training program on Application of Drone
Technology in Agriculture

ICAR-KVK, Yadgir (Kawadimatti), in collaboration with
Criagen Agri and Biotech Pvt Ltd, organized a one-
day training program on the application of drone
technology in agriculture for 40 DAESI trainees, 30
Krishi Sakhis, and local farmers. The event was inau-
gurated by Dr. Jayaprakasha Narayan R.P, Senior
Scientist and Head of ICAR-KVK, Yadgir, who high-
lighted the benefits of drone technology in crop
health monitoring, damage assessment, soil analy-
sis, and agricultural spraying. Dr. Basavaraj Giriyan-
navar, CMD of Criagen, conducted a drone spray
demonstration and discussed factors affecting field
spraying and safety measures. Dr. Mallareddy
(Agronomuy) covered precision farming techniques to
boost productivity, while Dr. Rathnamm (Plant Pa-
thology) explained the advantages of using drones
for efficient pest and disease management, empha-
sizing the technology’s role in enhancing production,
reducing resource wastage, and improving accuracy.
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Water Lily Bloom
at Kottayam - A Floral Spectacle

Water lily bloom at Kumarakom and Malarickal is a breathtaking sight to
behold! Every year, millions of pink water lilies bloom in the paddy fields
of Kumarakom & Malarikkal, Kottayam Dt., Kerala, transforming the area
into a stunning sea of pink. This natural wonder usually occurs during
August to October with the blooming period lasting around 45 days.

The ideal time to witness this spectacle coincides with the state festival of
Kerala - Onam, when the weather is pleasant and the sunrises are truly
magical. Try to visit early in the morning, between 6:30 am and 8:30 am,
for the best view as the flowers close when sunlight spreads.

Take a serene boat ride through the lake, surrounded by the beautiful
water lilies, and enjoy the tranquil atmosphere. You can even pick some
lilies as souvenirs! The local community benefits from tourism, so be sure
to support them during your visit.

The water lilies hold great cultural and ecological significance, providing
shade, maintaining the ecosystem, and supporting aquatic life. They're
also an auspicious sign of prosperity for the local community.
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